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WE put up at the inn at the foot of the hill, about half a mile beyond the Wall, 
The next morning the rest of my company went on to pay a visit to Tartary, or rather 
Mongolia, while I returned through the Pass, in company with Mr. and Mrs. Goodrich 
of the American Board, who had been on a visit to their colleagues, Mr. and Mrs. Gulick, 
who are located at Kalgan, outside the outer Great Wall, 150 miles north of Peking, 
Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Williams, of the American Board, have since joined the Gulicks at 
this far inland, and isolated station. Their nearest American or English neighbors 
are at Peking. On emerging from the Pass, I parted from Mr. and Mrs. Goodrich, 
who proceeded directly into the city, while I turned to the east, along the foot of the 
mountain to visit the celebrated Ming Tombs. 

The Ming dynasty began its sway over China, in the year 1368, and terminated its 
reign in 1628, thus having extended over a period of 260 years, and having had sixteen 
different emperors. This was the last dynasty in which the imperial government was 
vested in a Chinese family. The present Ta-tsing, Great Pure dynasty, was estab- 
lished and is still maintained, by the Manchu Tartars, 

The “ Ming Tombs” are the tombs of thirteen of the Ming emperors. They are 
beautifully situated in an amphitheatre of hills, in a semicircle. On leaving the main 
road to visit the Tombs, we came immediately to a magnificent marble archway or gate- 
way, which was merely for show, as there was no wall on either side. From this gateway 
to the principal tomb, it is five miles. The temples and pavilions connected with the 
Tombs, are seen in the distance, nestling at the foot of the hills, and a plain, covered for 
the most part with cultivated fields, intervenes. I rode along in my cart, upon a well- 
trodden road. We soon came to another fine gateway, built of porcelain bricks ; 
then, about two hundred yards beyond, a pavilion built of porcelain bricks. About the 
same distance beyond, there was a fine granite archway, or square drum-tower. About 
fifty yards from each corner of this drum-tower, was a great granite pillar about twenty- 
five feet high and two feet in diameter. Each of the four pillars seemed to be one solid 
block of granite. Passing on beyond these some distance, we came to the first pair of 
a series of colossal animals, beautifully carved out of solid granite. The first pair were 
huge lions lying down, one on either side of the road. The second pair, about fifty 
yards beyond’ the first, were also lions in a standing posture. So lifelike were they that 
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the mule was so frightened that the driver could with difficulty get him past them. 
Next was a pair of lionesses, lying down, and next, a pair of the same in a stand- 
ing posture. Next was a pair of fabulous animals with scales, lying down, and beyond, 
a pair of the same standing. Next was a pair of large camels lying, and beyond, at 
some distance, a pair of the same standing. Next were two pairs of magnificent ele- 
phants, the first pair as usual, lying down, and the second standing. They were as large 
as life, except that their legs were a little shorter, and each seemed to have been made 
of a solid, huge blovk of granite. Next were two pairs of the largest sized horses, 
arranged in the same order as the other animals. Next were some eight or ten pairs of 
colossal human statues, being arranged about fifty yards apart. Some had scrolls in 
their hands, and some had wands. Some had crowns, some had not. They were about 
twelve or fourteen feet in height, and their heads and bodies were proportionally large. 
At a suitable distance beyond the last pair of statues, there was another gateway. 
Half a mile farther on, there were the remains: of what was formerly a fine white 
marble bridge, spanning a creek. The mountain torrents seem to have carried away 
a part of it. 

Passing on about a mile farther, through fields, we passed over a fine bridge of 
white marble, and thence for about half a mile there was a fine causeway leading 
to the principal tomb, constructed of white marble blocks about three feet long and 
fourteen inches broad, polished and nicely adjusted together, so as to form a perfectly 
smooth road. At length I stood before the front wall that encloses the large park 
that contains the temples and pavilions in front of the tomb. This wall is about fifteen 
feet high, and built of the imperial, highly polished, yellow, poreelain bricks. By push- 
ing heavily at one of the huge gates that was ajar, it opened, and I found myself in a 
large court in front of the first temple. ‘The tomb is situated in the rear of the three 
temples or pavilions.. It is the tomb of a distinguished emperor by the name of 
Young - loh who reigned from 1403 to 1425. Of the thirteen tombs, this with its tem- 
ples and grounds, is much the most magnificent. They are all built on the same gen- 
eral plan, so that in describing one, all are described. In the court were trees and 
grass, and flagged walks. Men were at work cutting the grass. The temple was 
built of the usual porcelain bricks, and surrounded with white marble steps with balus- 
trades. On entering within, I found it was merely an empty pavilion, flagged with 
granite, and gaudily painted. Passing through to the rear, I found another court like 
the first, and beyond it a much larger and finer building than the first. This I found 
to be an immense hall, about two hundred feet long by fifty feet broad. The roof 
was supported by four rows of gigantic posts some seventy or eighty feet high, and 
three feet in diameter. They were painted vermilion red, and the beams, and whole 
roof, were painted in a most gorgeous manner. The hall was entirely empty, except 
that in the centre there was a shrine, within which was a small wooden tablet, on which 
was inscribed, in gold gilt letters, the name of the deceased emperor, to whose manes 
this huge fabric was erected. The combined impression of vastness, grandeur, and sim- 
plicity, was highly calculated to inspire awe. The walls were of the usual yellow porce- 
lain bricks, and were surrounded with white marble steps, and balustrades. Back 
of this hall or temple was another large open court, with its shade trees, grass, small 
pavilions, and flagged walks. Passing along the central walk about fifty yards, I came 
to a singular structure. It was a square tower, three stories high, built of solid mason 
work of granite and bricks. Through its centre was an arched passage-way about six 
feet high, and six feet broad, formed on an inclined plane, which extended about forty 
feet to the back wall; here at right angles to the first, were two similar inclined tunnels 
which led to a platform in the rear, on the side of the hill. From this platform there 
were two flights of stone steps leading to the third story of the tower. Passing up one 
of these stone staircases, I found here the grand tablet or tombstone of the deceased 
emperor. This magnificent tablet was of grayish marble, erected upon an altar of the 
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same material, which was about four feet high, four feet broad, and eight feet long. The 
tablet is a colossal slab, about twelve or fourteen feet high, four feet broad, and two feet 
thick. It has inscriptions on the face, and some carving at the top, and around the mar- 
gin. Back of this tower, is the tomb; or rather immense earthen mound. This mound, 
on examination, I found to be an artificial hill, about two hundred feet high, circular, — 
and surrounded by a granite wall about twelve feet high, and a third of a mile in extent. 
This mound is covered thickly with small cedars, grass, and weeds. The raising of im- 
mense mounds is, I believe, the usual custom with ali the tombs of the emperors, and the 
greater the hill, probably the greater the honor. Young-loh certainly had due honor 
paid to him in this particular. ‘The mounds of the other Ming emperors, I noticed, 
were much smaller. All tombs in China, in course of time, it may be many years 
after, have small mounds raised over them. The hills of Chusan near the city are 
thickly studded with these little mounds. The tombs enclosing the coffins, are usually 
of brick, and invariably upon the top of the ground. I visited three other tombs, 
which were all inferior to the one above described. The view from the centre of the 
plain, of the semicircular array of the mounds with their temples and pavilions, was 
very fine. The thought occurred to me, that probably there were but few places on 
earth where repose more remains of human greatness. Yet these once haughty mon- 
archs, who reigned over about a third of the human race, now lie as lowly in dust as . 
the meanest of their subjects. ‘ Thus passes away the glory of this world.” 

It was already dark before I completed my inspection, so that I was obliged to take 
my cart and hasten to the nearest inn for the night. The next morning, I visited a 
walled city on my way, called T’song Bing-chow, where, as at several other places, I 
distributed tracts and portions of Scripture, and preached to the people. I could not 
learn that any missionary had previously visited the place. In the afternoon, I arrived 
at Dr. M.’s in Peking, well pleased with my four days’ trip to the “ Great Wall” and 
the “ Ming Tombs.” 

Ninepo, June 20, 1867. 


LETTERS FROM THE MISSIONS. 
Toungoo Mission. ages of the Red Karens or Eastern Bghais. 
It was told of a certain pastor who had 


Lerren vaom Mn. Cross. charge of the largest Christian village in 


Evening with Karen Pastors. Toungoo, 
Aug. 1867. — An evening with the Karen 
pastors in my study. The conversation 
was at first on the condition of the churches 
and people on the east side of the high 
range of Toungoo mountains. One of the 
pastors present had just returned from that 
region, and told us of the war which was 
going on among the different tribes in the 
Red Karen country,—that many of the 
conquered party had fled and taken refuge 
among the Christian villages, thus endan- 
gering the peace and safety of those vil- 
lages. 

These Christian villages have for a long 
time been exposed to the attacks and rav- 


that country, that the chief said of him, 
“ Our pastor told us to fight if the Bghais 
came to attack us, and that he himself 
would fight to the last. But as soon as 
there was any real danger of fight, the 
pastor withdrew to a place of safety, and 
would not come back to live with them. 
That he gave as a reason for his conduct, 
his fear that the Bghais would carry off 
his wife” —a thing they had done in the 
case of another preacher, before. 

I remarked that I thought some of the 
pastors were too easily discouraged, if not 
frightened. I mentioned the case of a 
pastor who had himself recently told me 
his own story. “ He left his home to make 
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an extended tour among the villages. The 
first village he came to, he met with a re- 
port that there was sickness in the next 
village, and both the people there and 
those who came with him objected to his 
going on. He accordingly turned back 
and gave up his journey.” 

One of the pastors present, who had just 
returned from a long tour in which he had 
made the circuit of the whole Red Karen 
country, and had also visited a few villages 
among the Bghais, said that “he had met 
with the same reports to which I had just 
referred ; but he had paid no attention to 
them. He was willing to trust himself in 
the hands of God. He had generally 
found that reports of danger and sickness 
fled before him. The sickness or danger 
was always in some other village than the 
one in which he was. A month or two 
ago a tiger had killed a man in a village 
far to the south. Report fixed the scene 
in five or six villages, and in some cases 
made it two men that were killed, instead 
of one.” One young preacher, fifty miles 
in another direction, had been deterred 
iium travelling on account of this report. 

“ He said that in his present tour he de- 


cided to go to a certain village. On his 
way a messenger met him, and warned 
him to make haste and come within the 
territory, or country belonging to the vil- 


lage. The people (heathen) were going 
to sacrifice for the land. The way would 
be stopped, and it would be dangerous to 
come into the country after that. He 
paid no attention to the warning; and, 
when he came to the ‘ border of the land,’ 
he found the signs of prohibition already 
erected. His followers were afraid, and 
wished to turn back ; but he did not mind 
the prohibition, but went forward and his 
company with him. 

« He arrived at the little Christian village 
and had nearly completed his work of 
preaching and exhortation, when another 
messenger came from the heathen people, 
forbidding him to leave the country till 
their sacrifice was ended, He said he 
should leave at his time appointed. They 
sail, ‘Then if you go, you must not carry 
the travelling basket on your back.” He 
said he should carry no man’s fravelling 
basket buthisown. They said, ‘ If you go, 
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the Christians will take you for an exam- 
ple, and will despise our rites.” He said, 
‘I prefer that the Christians should follow 
my example, rather than yours.’ He went 
on his journey at the appointed time, and 
no one hindered or molested him.” 


Sacrificing for the Land. “1 said, 
‘This custom of sacrificing tor the land, 
does not exist among the Karens at the 
south, and it is new to me. I would like to 
hear a full statement of the custom as it 
exists here.” 

The last speaker, (the noble Kyoukkai) 
said that “ the custom was more fully ob- 
served among the Mopghas and Karens 
further north,” and appealed to the pas- 
tor of the principal Mopgha church who 
was present, to state the custom as it 
existed among the heathen Mopghas and 
others. 

That pastor began by saying, that “ with 
the Mopghas, each clan had its own coun- 
try and strict boundaries ; that this feast oc- 
curred regularly only once in three years ; 
but it occurred oftener if any great wick- 
edness or crime was committed in the 
country in the interval ; that it was death 
for any man either to come into the coun- 
try, or to go out of it during the time of 
the feast, or after the notice had been 
given, and the sign had been erected at 
the borders of the land. 

“ A particular spot was selected for the 
feast, and large stones prepared for an 
altar or place of offering. These stones 
became sacred, and possessed of secret 
power, ample for the destruction of all 
criminals. The offering consists in the 
sacrifice of a perfectly black pig or bullock ; 
great care is taken to select an animal 
which has no other than black hairs on 
any part of it. 

“ When the time for making the sacri- 
fice has come, the people assemble and 
build a small house for the priest on the 
spot selected for the altar. The priest is 
hereditary, and no one but the proper 
hereditary priest can be allowed. When 
preparations are completed the people go 
to the house of the priest, take him out by 
force, and ornament him with all the showy 
adornments they can command, and thus 
carry him to the sacred spot and put him 
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into the house which they have prepared 
for him. 

“When the people are assembled for 
the feast, with their pig or bullock pre- 
pared for the sacrifice, the priest speaks to 
them from his house, a place elevated so 
as to command the whole assembly. He 
says, ‘ Icame not here of my own accord to 
address you. You took me by force. Had 
I hid in the holes of the rocks, you would 
have sought me out and dragged me 
thence. Had I cast myself into the river 
to escape, you would have pulled me out 
Had I taken refuge in the hollow of the 
bamboo, you would have dug me out and 
brought me here. Listen to: me then, 
while I bear witness against you.’ 

“ Thus far the speech is hereditary, and 
is the same in all generations. But at this 
point the priest proceeds to make his 
speech practical, and to adapt it to the 
circumstances of the case, If the meeting 
has occurred in consequence of some crime 
having been committed in the country, 
the culprit is pointed out, and the peo- 
ple fall upon him with clubs and sticks 
and beat him till he is nearly dead. 
Then the priest proceeds to utter his curses 
against all kinds of sin and immorality. 
He mentions fornication, adultery, lying, 
theft, robbery, and nearly all sins which 
are mentioned even by the Bible, and an. 
nounces the curse which is to follow each 
kind of wickedness. He then points to 
the sacred stones on which the sacrifice is 
made, and says ‘these stones will devour 
the guilty!’ The people believe in this 
secret power of the stones.” 

When this description was completed, I 
said, “I had observed that the Mopghas 
seemed to be a strictly moral people, and 
I had no doubt that this custom had a 
great influence in restraining them from 
the immoral practices so common and 80 
gross among other heathen people.” 


The Paku Custom. The Paku pastor, 
who had introduced the subject, said, that 
“ the custom was somewhat different among 
Pakus. He did not mention the speech 
or the anathemas of the priest, but said 
that when the pig or bullock was slain, the 
priest took hold of the legs of the pros- 
trated animal, while being killed by the 
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hand of another, and uttered a prayer. 
This prayer is for the good of the country ; 
that their fields may be fruitful, — that 
they may be free from sickness and calam- 
ity. In this the Being or Power to whom 
the prayer is offered does not seem to be 
known. It is some Power or Being which 
punishes the land for its wickedness, or 
prospers it for its justice and probity.” 

I engaged these pastors to give me a 
written description of this custom in all 
its particulars. I have given it here as 
uttered in conversation. It would be use- 
less to speculate on the origin of this re- 
markable custom. We have no occasion 
to go for an explanation to the “ Ten lost 
tribes,” or to “the customs of the Jews.” 
We must, however, attribute considerable 
intelligence to the earlier Karen patri- 
archs. And we must gather from these 
remains an explanation of the wonderful 
fact, that the Karens, above all people yet 
discovered in any part of the world, have 
been prepared to receive the gospel. It 
is a Providence of God, and its deepest 
mysteries may be yet left for the future to 
reveal. Out of this dust may come forth 
a people who were trodden under foot of 
all others, till the time for which they were 
prepared had come. Then they shook 
themselves from the dust. Their progress 
and mission are before them. God has 
given it to them. With enthusiasm and 
earnestness we should be co-workers with 
them. 


School Examination. Aug. 21. — We 
had the annual examination of our school 
on the 14th, and the Ministers’ Meeting on 
the 16th and 17th,—a very interesting 
and, I trust, profitable time. A number 
of British officers, including the Deputy 
and Assistant Commissioners, were present. 
I stated at the beginning of the exercises 
that the catalogue of the school contained 
111, and that there was but a small num- 
ber of absentees: that the studies of the 
school had been— 1. Reading and writing. 
2. Three grades in Arithmetic. 3. Two 
in Geography. 4. Four grades in the 
study of the Bible; — that we regarded 
the study of the Bible as the most impor- 
tant of all studies, and that we must claim 
this to be true, whether we regarded the 
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immediate relations of the people to the 
government, or their best good for the fu- 
ture. Their civilization and their salva- 
tion depend on the Bible more than on 
all other things; hence our efforts had 
been mostly bestowed upon this. 5. There 
had been two grades in the elements and 
practice of singing. The whole school 
had been trained an hour each day by a 
competent native teacher. 6. A small 
class had been studying Astronomy, and 
some of the most difficult problems had 
been solved. This class consisted of only 
four, and I believed them prepared to ex- 
plain the usual problems of the orbits of 
the sun and moon, rising and setting at 
different hours, unequal motions, &c. The 
school passed through their examinations, 
and it was evident that gentlemen, who 
had any knowledge of mathematics, were 
exceedingly pleased and not a little as- 
tonished at the clearness with which the 
class in Astronomy set forth their knowl- 
edge of parts of the science which are re- 
garded as attainable only by the study of 
the higher mathematics. 


Speech of the Deputy Commissioner. At 
the close of the examination, the Deputy 
Commissioner, Capt. McMahan, addressed 
the school. He was glad to see so large a 
school, and he was glad especially to know 
that the pupils were fitting themselves to 
be teachers, and not to go out on their 
own selfish purposes. He said he was 
especially glad that the study of the Bible 
was made their principal study; secular 
. education would only lift them up by a 
devouring pride and contempt of their 
ignorant countrymen. They needed the 
knowledge which the Bible alone gives, to 
keep them in check. He was happy to 
say that he belonged to a government 
which regards the Bible as the best of 
all books, and the knowledge of it as the 
best of all knowledge. He wanted the 
young men who might now return to their 
homes, to go feeling their responsibilities, 
and to return to complete their educa- 
tion.” 


Ministers’ Meeting. Our Ministers’ 
Meeting was one of unusual interest. 
One essay on “ Onesiphorus, a representa- 
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tive Christian,” Dr. Mason proposed should 
be printed in tract form for general dis- 
tribution, thinking it exactly what is need- 
ed. Its leading idea was “the ministry, 
and those who support them both at home 
and abroad,” — or Onesiphorus in Ephe- 
sus and Rome. 


State of the Work in the Jungle. The 
reports from the jungle are far more in- 
teresting than they have been at pay time 
since 1862. All parts of the field have 
been thoroughly visited by the travelling 
preachers, and these are for the most part 
the ordained preachers. There were six 
ordained men at the meeting, and they 
report something over three hundred bap. 
tisms. The destitute churches are again 
asking for preachers, and rebuilding their 
fallen-down chapels, and heathen villages 
are also asking for teachers. The olden 
days of Toungoo seem in some measure to 
be returning. A vast field is opening to 
the east of us. We see how inadequate 
are all the means of men and money 
which we can now command. A great 


many most interesting anecdotes were re- 
lated by the preachers -in making their 


oral reports. One man told us of the spite 
shown to the Bible and Christian books by 
the heathen Bghais. When they attacked 
a Christian village, they speared their 
Testaments and slashed them to pieces by 
their cleavers or swords, and said, “ These 
give their power to the Christians.” We 
may hope that soon these men will them- 
selves seek the power of these books, which 
they now so distinctly see to exist. 


Prome Mission. 


Notices or Converts. COMMUNICATED BY 
Mr. Simons. 


Apwah’s account of herself, written for 
her by her brother, Ko Kong. 1 was born 
at Pen city in Burmah Proper. The inhab- 
itants there were so disturbed and fright- 
ened by bands of robbers who infested the 
neighborhood, that they néglected the cul- 
tivation of the ground, and having nothing 
scarcely to eat, many died of starvation. 
When I was sixteen years old, I removed 
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to Poung-dwen, a town near by; but the 
means for sustaining a family were very 
seanty. My father died here, leaving my 
mother and seven children, six girls and 
one boy. I was the eldest, and had to 
work hard and help my mother take 
eare of them: The inhabitants having 
heard that the country about Prome and 
Shwaydoung was free from robbers, our 
relatives persuaded my mother to go with 
them and take all her family. At the age 
of eighteen years I was married toa young 
man by the name of Moung Thahdo. We 
both, being poor, had to work hard to get 
a livelihood. We cultivated a garden, 
and sold the vegetables and fruit at the 
market. 

My husband, being a steady man and 
religiously inclined, left me and became a 
Pothoo daw (abbot) and wore the white 
dress of the brotherhood. He thought that 
by separating himself from his family and 
devoting himself closely to the services of 
his religion, he would gain merit. We 
then had three children, a son and two 
daughters. These were depending on my 
own exertions for sustenance. However, 
soon my husband returned to me, and I, 
not wishing to be behind him in merit, left 
him with the children and became a 
Matheelah (nun), had my hair cut, my 
head shaved, and wore the long white 
dress of the sisterhood. I think I was then 
sixty years old. 

The English and Burmese being at 
war, and the country being unsettled, my 
husband and children went to Rangoon, 
and I soon followed them. Here we met, 
for the first time, the teachers Kincaid and 
Ingalls, with their families. My husband 
hearing from them the truth of the Chris- 
tian religion soon became a disciple. It 
was not long before I also became one, and 
was baptized in my garments of the sister- 
hood. A Phoonghyee was baptized at the 
same time.! My husband and myself then 
agreed to begin life again, and we were 
married by teacher Ingalls according to 
the Christian custom. 

I am now seventy-two years old, having 
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years old when he was baptized, and died 
eight years after, aged seventy-seven, 
trusting in Jesus Christ alone for salvation. 
When a young woman, my name was 
Badweh;. but now I am called Apwah 
(grandmother). My son and one of my, 
daughters now living with me are disci- 
ples, and are bringing up their children in 
a Christian way. My other daughter died 
some time ago, leaving two boys who are 
under my care. She gave no evidence of 
being a Christian, but she heard from us 
that Jesus Christ only could forgive our 
sins and make us happy. My brother, Ko 
Kong is the pastor of the Prome church, 
and three of my sisters became disciples, 
and some of their children. One of them 
has gone to her rest. APWAH. 


Ma Nan Singe’s account of herself, 
written for her by her husband, Moung 
Chin. Iwas born at Enma. When my 
husband became a disciple of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, I tried my best to persuade 
him not to enter the new religion. Seeing 
he did not mind me, I got angry with him 
and would not live with him, but went 
back to live with my parents, On his re- 
turn from Henthada, where he had been 
employed as a teacher, I began to think 
better of him and of the new religion, and 
becoming reconciled to him, I returned to 
him and soon learned to read and left off 
my old customs of worshipping idols, and 
became a disciple of Jesus Christ by be- 
lieving in Him for salvation and being 
baptized. By the advice of my husband 
I began to teach others, and kept a school 
for young children. My age is thirty-fiv e 
and I have been nine years a disciple. 

Ma Nan SINGE. 


Ma Pwah's account of herself, written 
Jor her by her husband, Moung Yan Gen. 
I was born in Shwaydoung, and when of 
age was married to Ko Kong’s son, who 
died. After the death of my husband, I 
went to the zayat with my father-in-law 
and other relatives, and soon began to be 
interested in the truths of the religion of | 


been a disciple of Jesus Christ more than, Jesus Christ. I was baptized in the year 


twelve years. My husband was sixty-nine 


1 See The Gospel in Burmah by Mrs. Me- 
Leod Wylie, page 277. 


1855, Christian era. My mother persecu- 
ted me because I had become a disciple, 
and used to scold me and beat me. She 
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being ignorant and not knowing what she 
was doing, I pitied her and prayed to God 
for her, that He would change her heart 
and make her one of his children. He 
heard my prayers and the prayers of others 
on her behalf, and in two years she be- 
came penitent and believed in the religion 
of Jesus Christ, and was baptized. In six 
months after I became a disciple, I was 
married to Moung Yan Gen, one of the 
preachers. I am thirty-three years old, 
and am the mother of three children liv- 
ng; one, a little girl, is dead. 
Ma Pwan. 


Moung Yan Gen says she has been to him a 
good, faithful, and industrious companion, takes 
proper care of the children, and looks after the 
affairs of the house during his absence while 
preaching in the country villages. She also 
entertains the strangers without making any 
complaint, and encourages him to go off preach- 
ing the gospel to others, and although the pay 
is small, (Rs 12, per month,) she will try to do 
her part by weaving, in helping him support the 
family. She can read and write, and wishes to 
see her children well educated in a Christian 
way. Her oldest son, ten years old, is in the 
mission-school, and can read and write English 
as well as his own language. 


Ma Shway May’s account of herself, writ- 
ten for her by her husband, Moung Shway 
Hmin, Iwas born in the month of Sep- 
tember of the Burmese year 1208 (A. D. 
1846), at Maghyeegong in the Prome dis- 
trict. When nine years old my parents 
returned to Mayaben village, near the 
town of Prome. My uncle is Ko Poo, one 
of the preachers. Being of age to do 
something for my own support, I was em- 
ployed by Mrs. Simons to do housework. 
At the age of sixteen, being near the mis- 
sionaries and attending the preaching of 
the gospel, I became interested in the 
subject of religion, and was baptized by 
Ko Kong in the month of March, 1863. I 
am now the wife of Moung Shway Hmin, 
the school-teacher, and am nearly twenty 
years old. Ma Suway May. 


Ma Wen's account of herself, written 
Jor her by her husband, Moung Hmong. 
I was born in a village near Shway doung, 
in the Burmese year 1194 (A. D. 1834). 
My mother, being a sister to Ko Poo, 
one of the preachers, removed to Qoyin- 


gong village, to be near him and other re- 
lations. At nineteen years of age 1 was 
married to a young man; but as he liked 
another woman better, he was always 
quarrelling with me, and finally he left me 
and took her. In the year 1854 I was . 
baptized, having been instructed in the 
truths of the Christian religion by my 
uncle. I was then twenty years old. I 
have lived in the Rev. Mr. Kincaid’s 
family as nurse to his children for many 
years. My husband is Moung Hmong, 
one of the preachers. I am now thirty- 
two years old. Ma Wen. 

Moung Hmong says: “ She is a very industri- 
ous woman, and as a teacher’s wife behaves 
well. By weaving, she does a great deal towards 
their support. The pay is Rs. 10, per month. 
They have no children. 


Ma Kyoon’s account of herself, writien 
Jor her by her husband, Ko Kong. 1 was 
born in March of the Burmese year 1196 
(A. D. 1832), at Pakau Ghyee, Burmah 
Proper. I left my home with my husband, 
intending to go direct to Prome to be near 
my cousin, Moung Yan Gen; but my hus- 
band was taken ill at Thayetmyo, and 
there died. After his death I came to 
Prome to live with my cousin. Hearing 
from him every day the truths of the Chris- 
tian religion explained, and being near the 
chapel, 1 attended the preaching and soon 
became an inquirer. Believing the truths 
I heard, and putting my whole trust in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, I was baptized and be- 
came a disciple. I have been a member 
of the church three years, and two of them 
the wife of Ko Kong, the pastor. I am 
thirty-four years old. Ma Kyoon. 


Ko Kong says, she is a faithful and industrious 
woman, and reads the Testament daily. 


to Assan. 


Lerrer Mr. SToppARpD. 


Sabbath Employments at Gowahati. Gow- 
ahati, Assam, Sept. 6, 1867. — Br. Com- 
fort continues to preach in English every 
Lord’s day at eleven o'clock, and has had 
a good congregation ; our little chapel at 
times has been quite full, Some have 
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heard the gospel for the first time outside 
of the established church. May the truth 
be blessed to many souls. 

Very few except our own friends, that 
js, church members, attended the services 
in Assamese. I have changed the nature 
of the exercises somewhat; it may almost 
be called a Sabbath-school or Bible-class ; 
English, Eurasians, and natives are present. 
We sing in English and Assamese several 
songs, and have prayers; then a lesson 
that was given out the week previous is 
recited in both languages, questions are 
asked and answered, and a comment or 
practical remarks of ten or fifteen minutes 
follow. We have something of Christ in 
every lesson ; the songs are of Christ, and 
hence all who attend the exercises, from 
whatever motives, must hear the “ good 
news.” Many are attracted by the Eng- 
lish singing and English part of the exer- 
cises, so anxious are all to learn Eng ish. 
And yet some evidently feel fearful that 
the lesson part of the exercise may in some 
way contaminate their Hindu ideas. I am 
confident this kind of service, wisely con- 
ducted, will attract hearers and tend to do 
good. Some of our Sabbath scholars un- 
derstand only English ; some only Assam- 
ese, others both; but we all sing as far as 
possible in English, then in Assamese, and 
all the exercises are conducted in both 
languages. We are together only about 
an hour and keep very busy. Kandura 
sometimes assists me in the Assamese. 

We have two weekly prayer meetings, 
and meet once or twice for singing. We 
also meet once a week with a company of 
Eurasian children and young people, who 
are anxious to learn our Sabbath-school 


songs. 


Native Church at Gowahati. I find at 
present only ten members of the native 
church at this place. The Garo brethren, 
Omed and Ramkhe, were members here, 
but belong to the church in the hills now. 
Of these ten, two live some distance away 
in a Cachari village ; in fact one, Apinta, is 
the head of the village, being tax-gatherer, 
a position which Mr. Danforth secured for 
him ten years ago. Apinta and his wife 
are Christians, and we trust something 
may be done yet for their countrymen, the 
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Cacharis. During the long absence of 
missionaries from this point, and the vigi- 
lance of the devil, some evil practices havé 
crept in. The little band is not united 
in love as it should be; they observe the 
Sabbath rather loosely. 


Lahors for the Garos. We arrived at 
Gowhati at the opening of the rainy season, 
and were too thankful to find ourselves 
here so comfortably provided with’ abun- 
dance of house-room. But the rains begin 
to subside; it is the imperative duty of 
some one to loo after the interests of the 
Garo department of our mission. This 
can be done much more efficiently from 
Gowalpara than from this place, being 
only one march to the first school and an- 
other half march to the Garo church. It 
would not be safe to travel from Gowal- 
para till the last of December. Yet the 
Garos visit Gowalpara at almost all seasons. 

We step forward in this emergency 
cheerfully and trustingly. We feel that 
God has thoughts of good towards these 
hill savages. Will the American churches 
come up to our help as promptly as they 
should ? If we hold on to all Assam, this 
step extends our field two hundred miles, 
and there is a greater demand now for 
two new families than when we were des- 
ignated to Gowahati; two missionaries at 
Gowalpara for the Garos, two at Gowahati 
for the city and country and tribes round 
about here. 

We have spent a long time in the val- 
ley of Assam. We will not attempt to tell 
what has been accomplished, nor in the 
least depreciate the virtue of patient wait- 
ing and persistent holding on, trusting in 
God. But cast an eye into the Khasia 
hills just south of this place, and only two 
days’ march. The Welch Presbyterians 
have had a mission there a few years, and 
to-day we see four ordained missionaries, 
ten or twelve native evangelists, eleven 
churches, and about 350 native Christians, 
more than sixty day-schools all over the 
hills, and more than 1300 pupils. And 
now that the Garos and Nagas are acces- 
sible through government commissioners 
and assistants, shall we longer hold back ? 
I would say, pnsh every agency possible 
into the hills, and with the least possible 
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delay. It is a fearful and solemn truth 
that these wily brahmins are making 
more converts every year from these 
simple tribes to Hinduism, than the Assam 
Mission has made the last thirty years, all 
told. We can name tribes that have gone 
over to Hinduism almost as a body, while 
we have been trying to convert a few 
dozen Hindus. Up, and into the country 
which the Lord thy God shall show thee. 
Why tarry longer in this valley of rotten 
bones ? 
— 
Ningpo fission. 
LETTER FROM MR. KNOWLTON, 


Death of Native Converts. Ningpo, 
Aug. 15, 1867.— Recently two of our 
good old members at Ningpo have been 
called to their everlasting rest. One was 
the old woman who formerly subsisted by 
chanting Buddhist prayers for those who 
wished her services. The rebels, when 
they took possession of Ningpo, destroyed 
her store of merit in the form of notes 
given by Buddhist priests on the future 
world, which were supposed to be good for a 
“ thousand ounces of silver” in that world 
after death. She was led to our chapel, 


-and soon gave up all her heathen practices, 


became a sincere Christian, and maintained 
a firm faith in Jesus as her Saviour, and a 
consistent Christian life, in the midst of 
poverty and sickness, to the last. A few 
days previous to her death, she remarked 
that her body suffered much, but her soul 
was at rest. Her soul was at peace and 
rest, sustained by a firm Christian hope, to 
the moment of her departure. Many of 
the members of the church attended her 
funeral. She had given special charge to 
her relatives not to use any heathen rites 
in connection with her death and burial, 
and requested to have a Christian burial. 
I have no more doubt of the salvation of 
this old lady, who listened to the gospel at 
the eleventh hour, than of any Christian in 
a Christian land. 

Within the last few days, one of our old 
male members also has gone home. It is 
a striking coincidence that both of these 
saints departed on the Sabbath, being 
taken from the earthly to the heavenly rest. 


This man was alone in the world, having 


no brothers nor nephews, nor wife nor 
children, having never married, — second 
cousins being his nearest relatives. But 
he had property sufficient to support him 
well while living, to meet the expense of 
his burial, and leave about $30 to the 
church as a legacy. He was a member of 
the church five years, and maintained a 
quiet, upright life during all that time, and 
died in the faith, his soul at rest, trusting in 
Christ for pardon and salvation. 


The Work making Progress. The gos- 
pel is making progress at all the stations. 
Ata village near the chapel at Jih-z-kong, 
quite an interest in Christianity has recent- 
ly been awakened, especially among the 
women. Several attend the meetings on 
the Sabbath regularly, and two from there 
were baptized at the last communion, also 
an interesting young man from the Wau- 
ka-den outstation. Two, a father and son, 
from this last place, who date their convic- 
tion of the truth of Christianity from a 
discourse that I preached there last autumn, 
were baptized at the previous communion 
season. 

At the previous communion at Ningpo, 
two converts from the out station, Bao-ka- 
zan, were baptized. One of these is a 
young man of fine native talent, nearly 
blind, who formerly got his living by for- 
tune telling. This he had given up, much 
against the will of his heathen, widowed 
mother. I am giving him some employ- 
ment in going about with the native assist- 
ant in that district, distributing tracts and 
talking to his old neighbors and patrons. I 
hear excellent accounts of him; his words 
seem to have power in them. Since they 
commenced this itinerating labor, the 
congregations on the Sabbath have in- 
creased several fold. At the same time 
three persons of Ningpo were baptized, 
and one also at the last communion. 


Visit to Chusan. I have just returned 
from a visit to Chusan, where there were 
five applicants for baptism, three of whom 
were received. One was from the out sta- 
tion at Siau-saw, a man very highly spoken 
of by the Christians there. One of those 
baptized from near Red Bridge, who be- 
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longs to a family rather inclined to insanity, 
became, some time since, so excited upon 
religion as seemed to throw his mind off its 
balance, and his request for baptism was 
on that account for a long time delayed. 
He appears well now. It is quite a re- 
markable thing for a Chinaman to be much 
excited by religious matters. The interest 
awakened among the Chusan emigrants to 
the abandoned lands beyond Hang-chau, 
at a place called Shang-pah, seems to be 
exerting a good reflex influence upon the 
members and residents at Chusan. At Red 
Bridge the members are desirous to have 
a chapel, and one brother has offered to 
give the land, and the rest there have 
agreed to give work to aid in building it; 
it is estimated that the remainder of the 
expénse will be about $130, $20 of which 
the contributions of the church on hand 
will meet. It is certainly encouraging that 
Chinese Christians should volunteer such 
aid. 


Protection of Missionaries. The U. S. 
man-of-war, Wachusett, Capt. Shufeldt, 
with the U. S. Consul-General of China, 
Hon. W. P. Mangum, and Mrs. Mangum, 
on board, were in the harbor of Chusan, 
off the city of Tinghai, where our mission 
has its head quarters on the island The 
next day I went with the Capt. and Con- 
sul General to call on the chief magistrate 
of Chusan, and interpreted forthem. Mr. 
Mangum requested him to look after the 
interests of the missionaries, and in case of 
difficulty to protect and aid them. This, 
the magistrate promised to do. 


SIAM. 
Chinese MAissfon of Bangkok. 


Letrer Dr. DEAN. 


Additions to the Church. Bangkok, 
Aug. 6, 1867.— Last Sabbath four Chinese 
were baptized and received to the fellow- 
ship of the church, — three of them, young 
men of twenty to thirty years of age ; and 
one, aged seventy-two. There seemed 


some hesitation with the members of the 
charch in admitting this old man into the 
church, on account of his limited knowl- 
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edge of the gospel; and on asking him if 
he would wait till the next Lord’s Supper, 
he yielded to the pleasure of the church, 
but added, “If I should die before that 
time, I should be very sorry that I had 
not told the world, by baptism, that I wor- 
shipped the true God.” On further in- 
quiry, he expressed his views of the doc- 
trine not very clearly, but brought out 
distinctly that Christ died for him, and that 
he rested his soul and body alone on Jesus 
his Lord. The church members were 
soon on their feet to welcome him to their 
number, The other candidates are young 
men, of active and regular habits, and can 
read. They gave the church evidence of 
their conversion from dumb idols to the 
service of the living God. One of them 
has been with us often during the last two 
years, and first heard the gospel from A 
Tui, at Hongkong, when on his way to 
Bangkok. He is now located in business 
at a Chinese town two or three days dis- 
tant from Bangkok, and is the first disci- 
ple to Christ from that place. 


The Chapel at Banplasoi — Assistants. 
The brethren were in from Banplasoi and 
Lengkiachu, and a native assistant re- 
turns with them to each of those places. 
The chapel at the former place progresses 
but slowly, but they are collecting the ma- 
terial, and on application to the authorities 
here yesterday, they readily remitted one 
half the customary duties on the timber, 
since it was to be employed in building a 
chapel. 

My daughter and Miss Fielde spent the 
last month at Petchaburi, partly for a 
change and partly for missionary work. 
Freddie and Willie afford me much help. 
One of our Chinese assistants is ill, and 
one at Lengkiachu, and one at Banplasoi, 
leaving me but one working man here who 
gives his whole time to preaching. All the 
church members preach as they -have op- 
portunity, and one of them occasionally 
gives us a pretty good sermon on the Sab- 
bath, who is in business during the week. 
I have offered him constant employment in 
the mission, but he thinks he does not suffi- 
ciently understand the doctrine. He is told 
that daily speaking to the people the 
things of the kingdom forms one of the most 
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successful ways of studying theology. The 
young men we have employed seem toim- 
prove encouragingly by giving them daily a 
lesson, and then sending them out two and 
two into the town and market-place to talk 
to the people. Then they hold a meeting 
among themselves in the evening. These 
services all are of a very humble character, 
but they improve the church members, and 
bring in oceasionally a convert, and spread 
the truth as it is in Jesus. 


Tidings from Hongkong. Aug. 12. — 
You will rejoice with us to learn that the 
eighty or ninety converts under the care of 
brethren Johnson and Ashmore, have been 
organized into two churches, and that A 
Sun and A Ee, whom I had the pleasure 
of leading to Christ and into the baptismal 
waters among the first fruits of Hongkong, 
and who have suffered stripes and impris- 
onment for Christ’s sake, have now been 
ordained as the pastors of these two church- 
es.1 I now desire especially that some 
suitable Chinese brother may be set apart 
as the pastor of the old church at Hong- 
kong. 


Persecuted for his Religion. Among the 
number baptized here at the last Lord’s 
Supper, one, Chek Yong, has been called 
to suffer persecution for righteousness’ 
sake. His old maternal uncle, who has, in 
the absence of his parents, claimed a sort 
of guardianship over the young man, now 
thirty years old, on learning that he had 
been baptized and entered the new religion, 
commenced by abusive language, — charg- 
ing him with basely rejecting the gods of 
his ancestors, and throwing away his 
father and mother, and proceeded to take 
him by the hair of the head, throwing him 
down and beating him, and calling upon 
his servants to help him inflict such blows 
upon his prostrate nephew as left him un- 
able to walk. The by-standers, though 
heathen, took pity on the poor man and 
helped him to a house, and strongly repro- 
bated the brutality of the old uncle, saying, 
that if he thought fit he might chastise his 
nephew in person, but it was a shame to 
call his servants to beat him so unmerciful- 
ly. With help he reached the chapel on 


1 See Magazine for Sept., 1867, p. 366. 


the Sabbath, and discovered a spirit in 
keeping with Stephen and his Master, and 
requested the brethren to pray that his old 
uncle might become a Christian. During 
the attack, his garments were torn from 
him, and his goods and provisions for his 
return to Ko Lat were scattered about the 
street. He reminded us of Paul's lan- 
guage, — “and took joyfully the spoiling 
of your goods.” 


Testimony to Christianity. The last 
1867 years have not essentially changed 
the character of our race, neither have the 
various emigrations of the gospel to frigid 
or torrid zones, exhaled or neutralized its 
original power. The same spirit that 
nerved the arms that hurled the stones at 
Stephen in Judea, is now prompting the 
bloody blows that fall on the helpless 
disciples in Bangkok ; and the same Christ 
that taught the prayer and calmed the 
death of the proto-martyr, is still alive to 
hush the passions and hallow the hearts of 
these ransomed pagans. The man who yes- 
terday with vociferous rage would resent the 
slightest insult, to-day can meekly listen to 
torrents of abuse, and cheerfully repay buf- 
feting with his blood. He that doubts the 
divinity of the Christian religion, let him 
come and look on a scene like this. He 
that discards the gospel, and still seeks for 
a power to soothe the passions of the human 
heart, and subjugate the life to the reign 
of charity and peace, in vain may explore 
the world. 


Review of Three Years. Aug. 13.— 
Three years to-day since we had the last 
look at your face, and received the last 
warm grasp of your hand, as a parting sal- 
utation, on board the Costa Rica, which 
bore the group of missionaries to be landed 
on the Gold Coast and among the Chinese. 
Of that number, Baker for California, and 
Chilcott for Bangkok, have been called up 
higher, leaving rent hearts to mourn their 
departure sosoon. Of the remainder, Mrs. 
Knowlton is still at Ningpo, and my family 
circle still remains unbroken and in work- 
ingorder. The last three years have been 
filled up with stirring events, which expand 
the three years to thirteen. These years 
have been mingled with gladness and grief 
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«“ Nevertheless, God has not left Himself 
without witness, in that He did good and 
gave us rain from heaven and fruitful sea- 
sons, filling our hearts with joy and glad- 
ness.” I have baptized twenty Chinese 
here during the time, besides a few at 
Swatow and Hongkong. Some have been 
laid in the grave, and one still lives, an ac- 
tive member of the church, whom I bap- 
tized in 1839. His father I baptized in 
1835, and he was one of the constituent 
members of this church. He died at Tie- 
chiu, his birthplace, aged eighty. 


The Meetings at Chicago, You seem to 
have had another jubilee meeting at Chi- 
cago. “ Semi-Centennials” come often! A 
still better one is coming. There will be 
congregational singing there, but who will 
read the reports and make the speeches 
there? One will report that “the king- 
doms of the world have become the king- 
dom of our Lord and of his Christ.” Now 
we meet to work, then to worship. 


PAissfon to Hrance, 


Lerrer From Mr. Capor, Paris. 


Revival Spirit in Paris. We had five 
baptisms the third Sabbath in October. 
The ceremony made a good impression on 
the hearts of several young women. Five 
of them appear to be anxious for their 
souls, and one of them since the day of the 
ordinance has found peace, having sought 
forgiveness with tears and the deepest 
anxiety, of Him whose it is to pardon the 
returning sinner. We have meetings for 
special prayer, in which weary and heavy- 
laden souls offer most fervent supplications. 
May God answer their prayers and relieve 
them, and by his own Divine hand draw 
out the arrow which has entered their 
young hearts. 


Lerrer From Mr. Dez. 


Paris, Nov. 6, 1867.— The work in Paris 
is at present very encouraging. Every 
week we have interesting meetings in dif- 
ferent parts of our immense capital. Many 
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who attend these meetings seem happy to 
hear the gospel. 


LETTER FROM Mr. Coquin, VALENCIENNES. 


Prayer Answered. About a year ago 
we asked your prayers for the conversion 
of two persons in whom we were inter- 
ested in a village entirely Catholic. I am 
happy to inform you that God has heard 
prayer. After much persecution and 
many struggles with people of their ac- 
quaintance, and with the curate of the 
village, our friends came off conquerors. 
Opprobrium has given place to respect and 
consideration, and they have been able to 
bring three others to Jesus Christ, and 
they are now rejoicing in the liberty of 
the children of God. On the 15th of Au- 
gust we had the pleasure to receive these 
five persons into the church. The old 
father, sixty-six years of age, moved the 
entire assembly by a prayer of thanksgiv- 
ing tothe Author of his salvation, which 
he offered in the name of his family. The 
whole church felt that it was the house of 
God and the gate of heaven. 


A Joyful Reform. 
friends baptized is a young man of twenty- 
eight years, of good family, but formerly of 
intemperate habits. He was brought by his 
wife to the house of one of our friends to 
hear the Word ot God read. The reading 
interested him, and soon he began to be 
troubled by the thought of appearing be- 
fore God in an unconverted state. He 
followed up our little meetings, and after 
some months he became happy in com- 
prehending that God himself had provided 
for him a way of salvation. He did not 
dare, however, to trust in Jesus. In this 
state he continued a long time, until at 
last he was convinced by the Holy Spirit 
that Christ does not invite sinners to come 
to Him, that He may cast them out when 
they come. Then he committed his soul 
into the hands of his Lord and Saviour. 
He suffered much from the contempt and 
scandal of his associates. He was often 
tempted to drink. He was even threat- 
ened with personal abuse, if he did not do 
like the rest. But all was to no purpose, 


Another of the 
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He persevered, and such was his fidelity 
that those who knew him, in speaking of 
him, said, ‘What power there is in the 
gospel which has wrought so complete a 
change in L——. One would not know 
him.’ 

The wife of the brother of whom I 
have just spoken, and who was baptized 
the same day with him, was greatly 
changed by her conversion. Instead of 
scolding him, as she used to do before she 
knew the gospel, she gave herself to gen- 
tleness and prayer. The change which 
L.— saw in his wife was the means of 
his conversion. 

Several persons come with these new 
members every Sabbath, and appear to 
be happy to hear the gospel. 


Lerrer FROM Mr. DENAIN. 


Peace in Death. The Lord has re- 
cently visited us with a painful trial. Our 
daughter Nerée, who was taken sick at 
her boarding-place in Neuilly, came home 
in a convalescent state, eight days before 
the opening of our new place of worship.1 
She suffered a relapse, and on the day of 
the dedication of the chapel she was seri- 
ously ill. After great suffering she became 
delirious ; this was followed by great pros- 
tration, and then by death, which was 
sudden, because unexpected. Of our four 
eldest children, she was the least advanced 
in faith. On the last days that she enjoyed 
her reason she was much in prayer, and 
the last prayer we heard from her was 
fervent and touching. She prayed in her 
delirium, and begged me also to pray with 
her. We earnestly desired that her reason 
might return, and that she might be able 
to speak to us of her state of mind, and at 
the same time receive our words of com- 
fort. This favor was not granted us, and 
our dear child entered into her rest on 
the 11th of July. Br. Cadot came from 
Chauny to attend the funeral, which drew 
together several thousand persons. The 
greatest sympathy was manifested towards 
us at Denain, and the word was heard 


1 A small place which is to serve at the same 
time as a residence for Mr. Cretin. 


with much attention. On this occasion we 
distributed about a thousand tracts. 

Three days before our daughter's fu- 
neral, br. Coquin officiated at the inter- 
ment of an aged man who attended our 
worship for two years, and was a model of 
piety. After nine months of severe suffer- 
ing, our venerable brother died, calling 
upon the Lord Jesus, and confessing that 
through faith he had come to the enjoy- 
ment of pardon, peace, and the hope of 
salvation. He had been a superintendent 
of miners, and many influential people of 
the vicinity were present at the funeral, 
The word of God was heard with atten- 
tion. 


Labor not in Vain. It is injurious to 
our interests that we have not a place of 
worship here to receive the crowds who 
are moved and awakened. They come to 
my house, but many of them are too timid 
to enter, and remain in the street. Never- 
theless, we always have at our worship 
new hearers, especially at the evening 
meetings. 

On the 15th of August we had a good 
meeting of friends belonging to Orchies 
and the vicinity. We received five can- 
didates for baptism, all belonging to the 
same family. [The candidates here spoken 
of by Mr. Cretin are the same who are 
mentioned in the letter of Mr. Coquin, 
above.] Twenty-five years ago the father 
bought a New Testament without much 
confidence in it. He showed it to a 
monk, a teacher, who told him it was a 
good book. *He read it, but did not un- 
derstand it. He came to Orchies every 
year to get an Almanac des Bons Conseils 
[almanac of good advice.] At first he 
came to our worship once a year; then 
twice, and afterwards oftener. He took 
in the truth, but did not dare to abandon 
the mass, because he was the only person 
in his village who had come to the knowl- 
edge of the gospel. After about two years 
he finally renounced Catholicism, with his 
family, and notwithstanding persecution 
he has persevered, 

The work in France is difficult, but the 
Lord does not leave us without witnesses, 
and we have the joy of seeing that our 
labors are not in vain. 
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Sweden. 
Letrer FRoM Dr. WARREN. 


To Rev. J. N. Murdock, Home Secretary of the 
A. B. M. U. 


The Baptists of Sweden. Stockholm, 
Aug. 31, 1867.— Dear Brother,— A 
ride of thirty hours, including eight for 
sleep by the way, brings the traveller 
from Copenhagen to the capital of the 
kingdom of Sweden; one hour and a 
half being by steamer across the chan- 
nel to Malmo, and the remainder of the 
time by railway. For the first few hours 
in Sweden you would not perceive by 
anything you notice in the nature, confor- 
mation, or products of the soil, that you 
had left Denmark, so much alike are the 
two countries in these respects. As you 
advance, the soil becomes thinner, the for- 
ests more extensive and wild, the foun- 
tains of water larger and broader, stretch- 
ing away sometimes a distance of fifty to 
a hundred miles, rocks begin to lift up 
their heads, and these grow into hills, and 
these again, you can see in the distance, 
grow into mountains of respectable size. 
The surface of the country is broken, and 
if one could brush away what» man has 
done in the way of architecture, it would 
not be difficult, at certain moments, to im- 
agine himself in New England. The rail- 
ways of Sweden are constructed under 
the direction of the government, very 
much on the plan of the English roads, 
and paid for out of the national treasury. 
My experience on them was agreeable ; 
the cars are roomy and comfortable, the 
management characterised by promptness 
and care, and the running time kept to 
the minute. Our train came to a stand 
in the station at Stockholm, precisely at 
5.30 p. M., the time set down in the table. 

Even before the cars ceased to move, 
my eyes caught a glimpse of our mutual 
friend, brother Wiberg. A tap on the 
window drew his attention, and, in a mo- 
ment more, I was surrounded, and most 
warmly welcomed by such men as John, 
Gustavus and Peter Palmquist, Drake, 
Broady, Edgren, and Nystrom, and if you 
will believe it, the daughters of America, 
Mrs. Broady and Mrs. Edgren, had come 
out with their husbands, to join in the 
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welcome, while Mrs. Wiberg, another 
American, was preparing for me a most 
agreeable entertainment at her home. 
Released from all care about my baggage, 
and seated in a fine carriage, I was soon 
on my way through the city, admiring the 
picturesque beauty of its location, the 
magnificence of its public buildings, and 
the stateliness of its monuments. I had 
pointed out to me the Royal Palace, the 
Royal Theatre, the Museum, an eques- 
trian statue of Gustavus Adolphus, and 
another of King Bernadotte. The new 
Baptist chapel, the first and last thing in 
the thoughts of all our friends here, came 
in as a matter of course for its share of 
attention and of admiration on my part, 
for it is in truth a very fine building, and, 
with one or two exceptions in details, well 
suited to the ends of its erection. 
went on looking and admiring, a new 
thought seemed to seize my friend Wi- 
berg, and he broke out abruptly, “ O, 
yes, well, I forgot, I have letters for you 
—letters from America.” “ Letters for 
me — from America? Please let me see 
them,” was my response. He put them 
in my hand; I looked at one; it disclosed 
the handwriting of my son. I opened and 
read enough to find that all was well at 
home; I could read no more. It would 
not be polite to read more then and there, 
so I turned to the entertainment that was 
being so kindly served up for me. Still 
I could not help thinking of the letter 
and of the dear ones at home. Seventh 
of August was the day I left the steamer. 
A good while ago that — full twenty-four 
days. Many, many things may have taken 
place since then. Don’t care for that. I 
have now, at the end of more than a 
month, and at a distance of more than 
four thousand miles, received a letter from 
home. God be praised!” * All well the 
7th of August.” I confess to a weak- 
ness; I forgot all about palaces for kings, 
and palaces for beggars, and if one had 
made me the possessor of millions in gold, 
all could not have rendered me so happy. 
On drove the carriage, and after a little I 
was introduced to Mrs. Wiberg and my 
home while in Stockholm, I had not been 
five minutes in the rooms assigned for my 
use, before I told her I felt more at home 
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than I had since I left my family at 
Newton. American women, even in this 
far - off land, cannot forget or lay aside 
American habits. They will have their 
furniture, beds, bedding, tables, cooking, 
&c,, very much after the style of their 
earlier days, and I cannot find it in my 
heart to blame them; certainly not in 
this instance. 

I have spent to-day in sending off mes- 
sages to friends, and in looking a little 
about town. I anticipate great pleasure 
in meeting with the people of God to- 
morrow in the Baptist chapel, of which I 
shall give you some account. 

Sunday Evening, Sept. 1st. — Have 
just returned from services at the chapel, 
and while the whole impression is fresh in 
my mind, I will put down something of 
what I saw and heard. 

As we walked to the place it was rain- 
ing somewhat; on this account the pros- 
pect was not good of having the usual 
congregation. On entering I discovered 
that several hundreds had already assem- 
bled, and when the service commenced, 
the house, which will seat by count, one 
thousand persons, was two thirds filled. 
Others came, and still others, till every 
seat, with the exception, perhaps, of a few 
in the galleries, was occupied, and num- 
bers were standing in the aisles and about 
the entrances. I have no doubt there 
were one thousand people before me. 
These were made up of all classes, chiefly 
the poor,and most of them members of 
the church with their friends. There 
were also many others, representing all 
classes of citizens, merchants, lawyers, 
editors, clerks, &c., the whole making a 
beautiful sight, of itself suflicient to inspire 
the preacher. * 

After the usual preliminary exercises, 
which were brief and appropriate — it 
must not be forgotten that I understood 
scarcely a word of what was said or sung 
— Mr. Broady took his text and com- 
menced his discourse: * For whosoever 
. shall be ashamed of me and of my words, 
of him shall the Son of man be ashamed 
when He shall come in his own glory, and 
in his Father's, and of the holy angels.” 
He stood out on the platform, his entire 
person visible to the auditory, holding the 
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Bible in his left hand, and presenting the 
appearance of one self-possessed, and hay- 
ing all his powers atcommand. His man- 
ner was easy, his utterances deliberate, 
especially in the first part of the sermon, 
wherein he made a free use of the Serip- 
tures, turning to different passages, ex- 
pounding them, and so fortifying his main 
position, as it seemed to me. The foun. 
dation laid with care, he went up with 
the structure, warming as he proceeded, 
till, towards the close, I could see that all 
the powers of his mind and heart went 
into his work. The whole was a_ plain, 
simple, direct and pointed presentation of 
truth. All this I could see and feel. His 
sentences were short, they were pointed 
directly at his hearers, they entered into 
the mind and heart. From the very be- 
ginning every face was towards him, 
every eye upon him; every one seemed 
eager to catch all the words, After the 
middle of the sermon, all were absorbed ; 
many faces absolutely glowed with delight, 
while many betrayed anxiety. Noone in 
all the vast assembly seemed uneasy, and 
when at last the benediction was pro- 
nounced, no one seemed in a hurry to get 
away. So much was I struck with this, 
that I inquired if the people understood 
that they were dismissed. ‘ Certainly,” 
was the response, “ but we now hold a 
prayer-meeting, and most of them remain 
at that.” 

And, sure enough, they did remain. 
A few, perhaps two or three hundred, 
went slowly away, while the body of the 
house, aisles and all, was now filled to its 
utmost capacity, those from the galleries 
crowding into the aisles. Mr. Broady 
still conducted the service, other brethren, 
as Wiberg, Drake, Nystrom, and several 
more, taking part in brief prayers. All 
was simple and earnest, without ostenta- 
tion or the least effort to produce a sensa- 
tion. And yet an absorbing interest per- 
vaded the mass, and when the question 
was at length asked whether any desired 
salvation, and wished for special prayer 
on their behalf, from thirty to fifty, in dif- 
ferent directions, lifted their hands in 
token of such a wish. My heart was 
moved to its very depths by what my eyes 
saw, and I came away under the convic- 
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tion that a movement is in progress here 
of untold value to the inhabitants of this 
city, of this kingdom, and of the world at 
large. It has in it the elements of im- 
mense popular effect; and, what is of 
infinitely more importance, it has on it the 
seal and approval of Almighty God, the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

The morning service was not so fully 
attended, four or five hundred only being 
present. At the earnest solicitation of the 
brethren I attempted to preach. I took 
a text, and spoke half an hour, Mr. Wi- 
berg translating sentence by sentence, a 
method more favorable to the preservation 
of exact forms of expression and turns of 
thought, but less suited to the flow of feel- 
ing on the part of the speaker than the 
one pursued at Copenhagen, as described 
in my last letter. Public worship was fol- 
lowed immediately by the celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper, when two hundred and 
fifty communicants gathered around the 
table. It was a delightful hour. I had 
communed with the Germans at Hamburg, 
with the Danes at Copenhagen, and now 
I was permitted to partake with the 
Swedes in Stockholm. Many with whom 
I participated had suffered persecution for 
the cross of Christ. AsI looked on them, 
and called to mind their sacrifices and _suf- 
ferings, I felt myself unworthy of such 
companionship. ‘These are now pioneers 
for the world in the cause of a pure Chris- 
tianity ; they are the apostles of freedom. 
All classes and conditions of society were 
represented. Not this only; it seemed to 
me I discovered marks of diversity in race 
as well, and afterwards I was told that the 
church here is made up of persons gath- 
ered from all parts of the kingdom. Around 
me were persons, not a few, who, in form 
and feature, presented as fine specimens 
of human development as [ ever met, 
while there were others whose physiog- 
nomy indicated a much lower order of 
being. In the great overturnings of the 
past, various races of mankind must have 
been cast together on this peninsula, 
whose peculiarities have not yet faded 
away. I am told, as a remarkable fact, 
that many of the finest specimens of the 
national character are found in the north, 

in regions where, with the greatest difli- 
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culty, the inhabitants can procure food 
enough to subsist. 


The Committee of the Swedish Mission, 
Sept. 4. — Events are multiplying rapidly 
here, and I must keep my pen moving. 
These people, I find, have plans to fill up 
every moment of my time while here, and 
to keep you informed of all you ought to 
know, I must snatch fragments, morning 
and evening, as I can get them. Monday 
was given, in part, to personal correspond- 
ence; yesterday and to-day have been 
spent with the Missionary Committee and 
with the school. 

Will you go with me into the commit- 
tee room? It is one of several beautiful 
rooms in the first story of the new chapel, 
all of which are well suited both to church 
and school purposes, as occasion may re- 
quire, and, for aught I can see, will fur- 
nish all the accommodations needed for 
some years. The one we now occupy is 
situated in the corner of the building, and 
has a pleasant outlook in two directions, 
with ample light and the purest air. Our 
friends have been most fortunate, in all 
respects, in the location of this chapel, it 
being high and dry, convenient of access in 
every direction, and not far removed from 
the great body of the people, with sur- 
roundings of a wholesome character. I 
do not see how it could be improved. 

Will you be introduced to the members 
of the committee ? We will take them as 
they now sit around the table. The first 
on my right is John Alexis Edgren, with 
whom you are already acquainted, and 
whom many of our people have seen, a 
good and true man, an able mathemati- 
cian and a successful teacher, besides be- 
ing an acceptable preacher. The next is 
Gustavus Palmquist, a man of my own 
age, a convert to Christ since 1844, and 
conversant with the mission from the be- 
ginning, well acquainted with Sweden and 
the Swedish character, and qualified to be 
useful in many ways. If my plans succeed, 
you shall be better acquainted with him. 
On his right sits John E. Nystrom, a young 
man, the youngest of the group, having, 
as you will see at a glance, a wholly clas- 
sical cast of countenance, all the parts of 
his nature being arranged and combined 
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for the ready acquisition and choice use of 
languages, an educated man, a warm- 
hearted Christian, baptized within the last 
eighteen months, and eager to help on the 
good work by all his powers. Opposite 
me sits Andrew Wiberg, chairman of the 
committee, through whose person and la- 
bors it has pleased God to make the re- 
vival of his work in Sweden known to the 
Baptists of the United States, and by 
whose scholarship, piety, and cautious per- 
sistency, much has been done to raise up 
a group of Baptist churches in this land. 
He is the principal pastor of the First 
Baptist church in this city, and the cor- 
respondent of the mission, both home and 
foreign. Next to him is the only business 
man now present, the Baptist printer and 
publisher of Sweden, whose bearing is 
cautious, and whose spirit is gentle and 
kind, Peter Palmquist, a man of quiet 
power, a power of which himself never 
dreamed. Then comes Adolphe Drake, 
also an educated man, connected with our 
cause here since 1858, with a decided turn 
in the direction of historical studies, seeing 
everything in the matter of fact world, ar- 
ranging aud classifying all, a man of rare 
benignity of temper and kindness of man- 
ner. Ile has the sole care of editing and 
publishing the Evangelist, a paper issued 
once in two weeks, and having a circula- 
tion of about fifteen hundred copies, 
preaches from time to time, and shares the 
pastoral care with Mr. Wiberg. Right at 
my left hand sits Knut Oscar Broady, with 
whom many of our people feel quite well 
acquainted, and of whom I need say but 
little. Besides having principal charge of 
the school, he takes, by common consent, 
the service in the chapel on Sunday even- 
ings, and is the popular preacher. Through 
his preaching the Baptist chapel and the 
Baptist movement have become generally 
known to the people of Stockholm, and 
what is of infinitely more importance, in 
his estimation, —for he opened fully his 
heart to me on the whole matter, — God 
works with him and makes the word 
preached effectual to the saving of many. 
Other members of the committee living at 
a distance, were not present on this ocea- 
sion. 

These brethren present as marked pe- 
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culiarities as any equal number of persons 
I ever met, ranging in temperament all 
the way from the most cautious and even 
timid, to spirits bold and daring to a large 
degree. In point of endowment and men- 
tal culture they are, too, quite unlike. 
All are natives of Sweden; some of them 
possess the national spirit and tastes with. 
out modification ; half of them have lived 
long enough in the United States to be- 
come a good deal Americanized, and 
herein is seen another element of diversity. 
All are one in Christ Jesus, possess the 
same spirit, and are laboring together for 
the advancement of one great work, and 
with the blessing of the Master we may 
expect they will achieve wonders for Him. 
Our interview was of the most friendly 
and confiding character, and I took ocea- 
sion to refer to these differences, and told 
them that if God should be pleased to braid 
all these diverse cords into one, it would 
present elements of strength rarely ex- 
celled. 

We had much consultation on matters 
relating to the state and prospects of the 
mission, the call for laborers in different 
parts of the field, the wisest disposition of 
the laborers already in service, and the 
course of study in the Seminary best suit- 
ed at once to the capacities of the students 
and the wants of the churches. It was 
stated that urgent calls for colporteurs and 
preachers are coming in from all parts of 
Sweden, and that young men are multi- 
plying who might soon be qualified and 
put on to the field in case additional funds 
could be found. ‘This representation, it 
was urged, applies with peculiar emphasis 
to the northern districts, where, on account 
of the failure of crops and stagnation in 
the lumber trade, the churches cannot now 
furnish support to preachers as in some 
previous years. In point of results, in the 
displays of the Holy Spirit and the num- 
ber of believers baptized, the last year is 
said to be the most remarkable of all from 
the beginning, and hence there is no lack 
of inducement to larger outlay. In Fin- 
land, on the East, where there are a mil- 
lion and a half of people, among whom, 
sixty thousand, comprising the upper 
classes, speak the Swedish language, a 
wide door is open, and no doubt is enter- 
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tained of immediate results, could suitable 
laborers be sent out. One or more natives 
of that country have been converted, and 
manifest a desire to spread among their 
countrymen a knowledge of salvation by 
the cross. In Norway, too, where half a 
dozen churches have been formed, the cry 
for help is urgent, and Mr. Wiberg hopes, 
alter the winter is past, to go through the 
land on a tour of exploration. In all 
directions the fields are white for the har- 
vest. 

The question whether too large a force 
is not ‘concentrated at Stockholm, a ques- 
tion started in my own mind the moment 
I reached the station and looked on the 
friends who met me there, was also dis- 
cussed in the most thorough and friendly 
manner. All took part in it, and I must 


say, with a spirit worthy of the gravity of 


the matter in hand. All seemed to look, 
not on their own things, but on the things 
which are Christ’s. The general conclu- 
sion reached was, that while something 
would, for the present, be gained to the 
cause in other jmportant localities by the 
removal of one or two brethren, in the 
end, and on a broad view, as much or 
more would be lost in Stockholm, espe- 
‘cially in the Seminary, to which we must 
look for well-trained preachers and pastors 
in the future. Ilowever, it was resolved 
to strike out somewhat more widely in la- 
bors on the Lord's day, and open some 
new stations, so as to furnish full employ- 
ment to all classes and kinds of preachers. 
The course of study to be pursued in the 
Seminary was also carefully considered, 
and a general harmony of views reached. 
It was agreed, on all hands, that the whole 
thing must be regarded as an experiment, 
and that nothing must be looked upon as 
fixed which has not the sanction of time 
and experience ; that we must not go too 
fast on the one hand, nor attempt too little 
on the other; and while we keep a wise 
eye on the wants of the future, we must 
not overlook the crying necessities of the 
present. The harvest is perishing, and 
much of it will be lost if not gathered soon. 
On the other hand the cities and large 
towns demand a higher and better educa- 
ted class of men than the peasantry of the 
country. In accordance with these views 
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the school is carried on in two depart- 
ments; one called the colporteur course, 
the other the regular course, the latter 
filling much more time and involving a 

higher range of studies than the former. 
The morning hours of this day I spent 
in the school, passing from room to room 
and witnessing recitations in the Swedish 
and English languages, in Moral Science, 
and Exegesis of the New ‘Testament, in 
Greek and Hebrew Grammar, and in 
Geometry and Natural Philosophy, Messrs. 
Broady, Edgren, and Nystrom being in- 
structors. I could tell, without under- 
standing the language, who of the pupils 
recited well, and I must say that, as a 
whole, they appeared to good advantage. 
The earnestness, promptness, and devotion 
exhibited, by both teachers and scholars, 
are worthy of commendation ; and, if the 
enterprise goes forward as it has com- 
menced, the cause of Christ in Sweden: 
will reap large harvests of blessing from 
it. ‘The number of pupils in the regular 
course is twelve; in the colporteyr class 
seven or eight; in all about twenty. The 
colporteur class is under the care of Mr, 
G. Palmquist. Thus you see that our 
prospects here are in a high degree en- 

couraging. J. Gs WARREN, 
For. Sec. A. B, M. U. 


Lerrer rrom P. Linpn. 


Power of the Gospel. Br. P. Lindh has for the 
last few months been laboring in the north of 
Sweden, and his labors have been wonder- 
fully blessed. He says, — 


During the last three months I have 
devoted my labors especially to my native 
region, For years | have been concerned 
because I have felt so powerless to work in 
my native region; and while absent from 
home, » have prayerfully resolved to do 
something for those whom I have person- 
ally known so well, loved so much, and for 
whom I have so earnestly wrestled in 
prayer. Yet I have from time to time had 


the sad experience, that “a prophet is not 
without honor, but in his own country and 
among his own kin.” But praised be the 
Lord, when He awakens a desire to listen 
to the Word of life, people care less who 
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the servant is who brings to them the 
message of salvation, Br. O. Bergstrom 
preached twice in my native village, and 
two females were pricked in their hearts. 
The people were seriously affected. I then 
felt encouraged to continue, especially by 
making family visits and conversing with 
individuals. The brethren and_ sisters 
were refreshed. Their trust in God as an 
omnipresent helper was strengthened, and 
the hope of success was increased. Meet- 
ings began to be held in our village ; almost 
all the people attended the meetings. I felt 
encouraged, and the Lord was pleased to 
accompany his Word with power, The 
above-mentioned females soon received 
peace in believing. Almost all who at- 
tended the meetings wept over their sins. 
In our village eight have received peace in 
believing ; others were awakened. Those 
who have been most hostile attend the 
meetings and feel that the Lord is present. 

After this fire of the Spirit had been 
kindled in our village, its warming influ- 
ence began to be felt in other villages, and 
many hearts have felt both the terrors of 
the law and the gentle breeze of grace. 

In company with another brother, I have 
gone and preached every day in the town 
of Hudiksvall -and neighboring villages. 
New villages, new houses, and new hearts 
have been opened for the truth. Many 
have lost their terrible prejudices against 
the Baptists, and those who used to say 
that we were working to aid Satan and 
not God, have now opened their houses. 
The people have gathered in great masses, 
and an uncommon religious movement has 
commenced. Here many have become the 
temples of the living God, — I cannot say 
how many. ‘The Lord knoweth them 
that are His.” 


A Converted Household. At the close 
of last year I made an appointment with a 
young farmer in the village of Hi, to hold 
meetings at his house on New Year's day. 
I met him again the day before New Year's 
day, and asked him if he would surrender 
his heart to the Lord. (Both he and his 
wife were unconverted.) He answered me 
that he did not wish to become a hypocrite, 
and he did not feel to be able to become 
anything else if he should try. I told him 
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that he need not fear any such thing, if 
the Lord only commenced the good work 
in his heart. New Year’s day I held a 
meeting at his house in company with br. 
Bredberg; many were assembled, and the 
word spoken seemed to be greatly blessed. 
The following day br. Bredberg went to 
another village, but I remained for the pur- 
pose of holding another meeting. During 
the day I conversed with the family about 
what Christ had done for us. The young 
wife was enabled to put her trust in Christ, 
and began to praise the love of God as 
revealed in Christ Jesus. Her husband 
was so affected by witnessing this, that he 
had to go to bed, though neither I nor any 
one else knew it. The clock struck six, 
people assembled from several villages, and 
I knelt down with a few friends in a separ- 
ate room, to call down the blessing of the 
Lord on the word I was going to speak. 
While we were thus praying, the young 
farmer entered the room with a burden of 
wood on his arms. He laid down the wood 
at the stove, knelt down and began to cry 
aloud, ** O Lord, save me; | am so hard, so 
corrupt, so sinful. O, I cannot longer re- 
sist ; my heart is bursting,” — and such like 
words. As the hour had come to com- 
mence the meeting, I had only time to say 
to him in passing, “ The Lord will soon 
help you.” He was not able to attend the 
meeting, but remained in an adjoining 
room in great agony. I spoke of the ref: 
uge that was opened for sinners in Christ; 
many others were affected, but the sin- 
stricken man could not receive any com- 
fort. I conversed and prayed with him 
until late in the night. The following 
morning he was in the same state of mind. 
He accompanied me to the village of Shor- 
stad, where I, together with another broth- 
er, sought to point him to the Lamb of God ; 
and just as we were speaking and reading 
he rose, clasped his hands, and began with 
tears in his eyes to thank and praise God 
that he was saved as a lost sinner. It was 
asolemn moment to me. I wept with him 
tears of joy, and recognized my own ex- 
perience, when I, eight years ago, was en- 
abled to see what I now see, viz., ‘* God 
reconciled in Christ.” Praised be God 
and His holy name! 

Since I last wrote I have visited the 
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parishes of Bergsjo, Gnarp, Njurunda, and 
the town of Hudiksvall; and everywhere 
the people ask earnestly for laborers in the 
vineyard. In the parish of Tuna, almost 
every village is opened for us, and often I 
have the great joy of conversing with souls, 
who have lately been enabled to believe in 
Christ. I dare say that such a season has 
never before been in this region. Praised 
be the Lord for all. 


Another brother bears testimony to this work 
of grace. He says in a letter, dated at Hudiks- 
vall, — 


I cannot forbear to write a few lines, for 
in these days it seems as though we could 
say with David, “ We are abundantly sat- 
isfied with the fatness of thy house, and 
are made to drink of the river of thy 
pleasures.” The labors of br. Bredberg 
are greatly blessed. There is scarcely any 
village, where the people do not open the 
doors for him to hold meetings, and that 
too, among those where one least would ex- 
pect it. Yesterday evening our meeting- 
house was filled with hearers, from three 
to four hundred being assembled. Many 
who formerly had been our enemies were 
seen weeping. Some asked for prayers 
after the meeting, and some have received 
peace in believing, in this town. And in 
almost every village of the parish of Tuna, 
some soul has been awakened, and some 
have tasted the love of Christ in their 
hearts We only wish to weep tears of 
joy, when we see the work of the Lord 
progress among us. 


In his last letter dated Tuna and Hede, br. 
Lindh writes, — 


I came home yesterday, after having 
spent a few weeks in the town of Sund- 
vall and its vicinity. Everywhere there 
is a great desire to hear the gospel message. 
The children of God have been quickened, 
sinners dead in trespasses and sins have 
been awakened, and backsliders restored. 
Yesterday when I came home I was met 
with the rejoicing news that some have 
received peace in believing here in Tuna, 
since left. The new converts in Wij, with 
others, assemble once a week to pray and 
contemplate the Word of God. In our 
village there is a religious movement 
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among the children. Two have received 
peace in believing. 

“For more than twenty years,” Mr. Wiberg 
remarks, “I have been the only one in my own 
family who had been converted. Since my own 
conversion I have been praying for the conver- 
sion of my relatives. Now it is to me a great 
occasion of joy and thankfulness that five of my 
kindred have professed to have found Christ ina 
few weeks and are rejoicing in Him. Praised 
be the Lord. He ever has been and ever will be 
the hearer and answerer of prayer.” 


LETTER FROM A. ARVIDSON. 


A Needy Field. 1 would entreat you, 
dear brethren, to remember Skane in 
your prayers. If it is possible, send us two 
brethren endued with power from on high 
to assist us. So great is the need of 
laborers, that it cannot be expressed in 
words. The power of the Holy Spirit: 
is working so mightily, that in some vil- 
lages there is not a house where there 
are not anxious souls. 


The Revival in Skane. It is quite won- 
derful how the great Jehovah is manifest- 
ing his presence and power among us, his 
unworthy creatures here in Skane. At a 
meeting here, at the close of the sermon, 
we sung the hymn beginning, “ Behold, 
Jesus will soon come in glory,” ete. A 
man present trembled between the power 
of Ged and Satan. But Jesus’ power was 
superior, so that he cried out at the close of 
the hymn, “ I shall indeed sing Thy praise, 
O Lord Jesus, at the last day. Thanks be 
to Thee that Thou hast saved me.” After 
this he pressed forward to br. Hanson, and 
wished openly to profess the faith which 
the Lord had kindled in his soul. This 
wrought so powerfully on the assembly, 
that I never have seen anything like it. 
About two hundred were present. After- 
wards we conversed with six persons, who 
felt their sins pressing so heavily on them 
that it seemed to them that the earth was 
not strong enough to bear them up under 
the heavy burden. But Jesus is a helper 
in time of need. A child ten years of age 
said, “I believe in Jesus.” We wish the 
dear brethren to help us to praise the Lord, 
who has so powerfully visited the souls here 
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in Skane. I have myself witnessed the 
conversion of hundreds of souls. One 
cannot attend a single meeting where the 
Lord does not convert some soul. Soon 
as we begin to sing, the Lord’s presence is 
felt so powerfully, that the tears roll down 
the cheeks. The priests, so called, of the 
State church, wring their hands, not 
knowing what will be the result of all this. 
They perceive that they are losing their 
authority. 


Letrer FRoM Mr. F. PEenrgon. 


Tolerance and Intolerance. There is 
now a great movement going on in the 
region of Ullstorp. Many are enabled to 
‘believe in Christ, who died to save them; 
and many backsliders have been restored. 
Many have been baptized, ten at one time. 
At Wenestad and Ullstorp hundreds have 


‘ been converted. This the priest cannot 


tolerate. He arrests the preachers; but 
the district sergeant is more reasonable. 
He says, ‘Thieves we must arrest, but 
the preachers may preach as much as they 


please.’ 


Letrer From A. E. BACKMAN. 


Mr. Wiberg says, —“ Br. Backman is 
one of the students at our Bethel Seminary, 
While studying, he has employed his leisure 
hours and his vacation in preaching, and labor- 
ing to extend the cause of Christ.” 

Labors of a Student. During my first term 
in the school I preached once or twice every 
Sunday excepting three, at Kungsholmen, 
Stockholm. In the latter part of the term 
I also took the lead of a prayer-meeting, 
held at the same place every Saturday 
evening. I also took part in prayer-meet- 
ings at the Bethel chapel, both during the 
week and on Sundays. In these meetings 
I conversed with anxious souls. Not a 
few confessed their sins, and seemed to 
be concerned about their salvation. One 
of those with whom I had conversed, came 
afterwards to me and professed to have 
found Christ. 

My labors in Gefle during the vacation 
have not been without visible fruit. On 
one occasion, when I preached morning 


and evening at our meeting-room in Gefle, 
there was a great movement among the 
people, and many wept over their sins. 
Four days afterwards | was permitted to 
preach in the public school-house at the 
iron works of Solffors, near Gefle. The 
people there are very much hardened, and 
inaccessible to the word. Formerly, when 
meetings were held there, very few attend- 
ed. Now the school-house was crowded 
to its utmost extent. The Lord was 
pleased to accompany his Word with pow- 
er, so that many wept and confessed their 
sins. 

The following day I preached twice in 
Gefle at our meeting-room, besides which 
I held a Bible-class in the morning and a 
prayer-meeting in the evening. The Loril’s 
presence was sensibly felt; many were 
powerfully affected by the Word, and I 
hope that some sinner from this day will 
date his conversion. 

For one whole week, I held prayer- 
meetings every evening. Many attended 
the meetings, many hearts were visited 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, and many 
asked for prayers in behalf of themselves, 
their relatives, and friends. During the 
day time I was engaged in visiting and 
receiving visits from anxious souls. 

In one place I was cheered by the in- 
formation that a woman, who had on a 
previous evening been made the subject 
of special prayer, this morning had found 
peace in the blood of Jesus. She was now 
rejoicing in God her Saviour. In the 
evening at the prayer-meeting she rose, 
professing her faith openly among us, and 
requesting us to join with her in render- 
ing thanks to the Lord. Many were 
affected by her simple and candid pro- 
fession. 

In the parish of Wika, province of 
Fahlun, two large rooms were filled with 
people. We experienced an abundant 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the even- 
ing. Many wept bitterly over their sins, 
and others were filled with great joy. The 
people in this parish seem now to be very 
accessible to the Word of God. Twenty 
conversions were reported within a short 
time. 

I have in a former report made men- 
tion of a school held principally for the 
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instruction of the children of Christian 
parents by a sister of the church in the 
village of Lund. She now told me that 
ten children had been converted during 
this term, and that several other children 
had been awakened. I had the privilege 
of conversing with four of these young con- 
verts, and found them to be very candid 
and rejoicing in their Saviour. 


—e— 


Letrer From Mr. O. BerGstrrom. 


_ Laboring on Satan's Grounds. My 
labors in Hudiksvall and vicinity for 
the space of about one month have 
been greatly blessed. At first very few 
came to the meetings, only three or four 
besides the church. But before I left the 
place, the meeting-room was always filled 
with people. Some were awakened and 
afterwards received peace in believing, 
and some backsliders were restored. After 
I left Hudiksvall, | spent most of my time 
in the parish of Hassela, where the Lord 
has been pleased to bless my labors to the 
strengthening of the churches and to the 
salvation of many souls. Some evenings 
we have spent in conversation and prayer 
with anxious souls, who have been weeping 
and sorrowing over their sins. These con- 
versations lasted till midnight; four were 
baptized, nine received peace in ‘believing 
who have not as yet been baptized, and 
some were brought to a sense of their lost 
‘condition, who have not as yet been enabled 
to put their trust in Christ. The people 
in general listen attentively to the Word, 
and prejudices vanish away. The young 
people, who have been indulging in vices, 
dancing, and other pleasures, to a deplora- 
ble degree, began to be seriously affected. 
I have visited all the resorts of dancing I 
could reach, and the consequence was 
that some ran off from the dance, and some 
remained and listened to the message of 
the gospel. : 


Lerrer From A. M. 


New Church Organized. On the 6th 
of Nov. I walked fifteen miles to Lom- 
maryd, where | remained five days, but 
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did not find opportunity to hold more than 
two meetings. I visited this parish espe- 
cially for the purpose of encouraging a few 
baptized believers, who for a number of 
years have lived as sheep without a shep- 
herd, surrounded with wicked persecutors, 
and many reputedly pious Lutherans, who 
are still more hostile to Scripture baptism 
and to all who receive believers’ baptism. 
I visited those baptized believers, who 
were inallonly seven. We hada precious 
season together in contemplating the Word 
of God. On the 2Ist this little band of 
believers were organized into a Baptist 
church, and a lovely brother, who had 
just come to the parish from Stockholm, 
was chosen as their spiritual leader and 
elder, after which we met around the table 
of the Lord and had a very happy season. 
The dear brethren and sisters were filled 
with joy and gratitude to the Lord, who 
had up to this moment kept them stead- 
fast, and now helped them so far as to be. 
constituted into a church, and thus be more 
united. 


LETTER FROM PETER NILLSON. 


Labors and Revivals. Within a period 
of about two months, I have visited eleven 
Baptist churches in Skane, and two 
in Smoland, travelled 450 miles, and 
preached at fifty-five different places. In 
several regions revivals were going on. In 
the province of Smoland, in three places 
especially, the meetings were numerously 
attended. Many slaves of sin and Satan 
declared openly at the close of the meet- 
ings, that they would renounce the service 
of the prince of darkness and surrender 
themselves to the Lord Jesus. Many 
houses that had hitherto been closed tc 
the preaching of the gospel were now 
opened, and some asked me to come again 
and hold meetings in their houses. I have 
also travelled through parishes in Smoland 
where the people are shrouded in the 
thickest spiritual darkness, 


Letrer From Nas Per Person. 


The Truth Extending. Mr. Person having 
made a journey in company with another brother 
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up to the parishes of Sarna and Idre, province 
of Fahlun, situated about Jat. 61° 31’, near the 
mountain ridge which separates Sweden from 
Norway, says the people in this dark remote 
region have scarcely heard the gospel They 
were filled with astonishment while listening to 
the preacher. In Sarna all the persons of qual- 
ity and in authority, except the parish priest, at- 
tended the meetings. The priest himself was a 
great criminal, guilty of crimes that are punish- 
able according to the civil law. In the parish of 
Idre these brethren met with several Christians, 
who on their journeys to the adjoining provinces 
of Yemtland and Helsingland had heard the 
gospel and were enabled to believe in Christ. 
These brought the seed of the gospel with them 
to this dark region, and sinners were awakened. 
But at the same time there arose a persecution 
against those who had begun to seek the Lord. 
In one case a father summoned his own son to ap- 
pear before the secular tribunal. But when the 
judge heard his writ of defence and contrasted 
his former course of life with the present, he 
pronounced him free. These believers were 
somewhat afraid of the brethren, hearing that 
they were Baptists; but they listened patiently 
to the confession which our brethren made and 
could not gainsay. They were about twenty in 
number, and br. Nas Per Person believes that 
a Baptist church will soon be formed. 

In the month of December, br. Nas Per Person 
walked 210 miles through many places, some- 
times in very cold weather and snow-storms, on 
his errands to win souls for Christ. In the 
parish of Rattvik, province of Fahlun, he says, — 


Anriety to Hear the Word. There 
was a great revival. I held meetings in 
the public school-house, situated in the 
large village of Backa, conversed with 
many who wept over their sins, and tried 
to point them to the Lamb of God. An 
old woman, over sixty years of age, came 
and asked me to go to another village and 
preach. She walked through a heavy 
snow-storm and procured rooms for us, and 
tried to convince the people that we 
preached no erroneous doctrines, as the 
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priests had warned the people to beware 
of travelling preachers. A man came with 
a conveyance and brought us to the vil- 
lage; the public school-house was opened 
and I held four meetings in the place. All 
seemed to be powerfully affected by the 
Word. Men, women, and children wept 
and confessed their sins. Everywhere 
there is a great desire to hear the Word, 
but a great lack of laborers. 


During three months following, this brother 
labored in the provinces of Westeras and Ny- 
koping. For five weeks he continued to preach 
in the region of Koping (province of Westeras), 
and his labors were signally blessed. He believes 
that during that time thirty were enabled to put 
their trust in Christ, mostly among the voung, 
and many were awakened and asked for prayers. 
In the parish of Munktorp he preached three 
Sundays successively, and prayer-meetings were 
held at the close of almost every meeting. Some 
backsliders were restored. He organized Sun- 
day-schools in five different places, and members 
of the church organized Sunday-schools in three 
other places. 

During the last weeks his labors have been 
confined to the town of Eskilstuna and vicinity. 
From the parish of Arila, twelve miles south of 
Eskilstuna, he writes, — 


Yesterday morning three confessed to 
have found peace in believing; yesterday 
evening, two; and this morning, four. Dur- 
ing the day twelve have asked for prayers. 
Almost every day some one has been awak- 
ened or enabled to believe in Christ. In 
Eskilstuna there was a great movement 
among the people. Eleven wept aloud and 


confessed their sins. We continued long 


in conversing with them and singing. 
Many wept over their sins, and three 
were enabled to believe in Christ. In this 
province “the morning light is breaking.” 
There is a great hunger after the Word, 
but few laborers. 


MISCELLANY. 


MISSIONS IN NINGPO, CHINA. 


By D. J. MacGowan, M.D., LATE 
OF THE UNION IN NINGPO. 


As observations that I made during a 
late visit to Ningpo, may serve to encour- 


age those by whose contributions the mis- 
sionary work in that city has been sus- 
tained, I send them for their perusal, al- 
though I feel assured that they and all 
true friends of the cause are content to 
obey the command to give the Gospel to 
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every creature, even if every creature re- 
jected it. But at Ningpo the Gospel has 
not been rejected. It has been received, 
and is making conquests daily. 

It was late in the year 1843 that mis- 
sions were commenced in Ningpo. Ear- 
ly in the following year a medical col- 
league from the American Presbyterian 
Church, J. McCartee, joined me, and 
about the same time a self-supporting Eng- 
lish lady. Subsequently, to this little lay 
party several ministers were added, so 
that healing the sick, teaching the young, 
and preaching, together with book dis- 
tributing, and house to house visitation, 
were soon in full operation, as means for 
enlightening its citizens on the Gospel. 
We were a people of strange speech and 
garb. We came of a hated race, of those 
' who, more effectually to demoralize them 
by opium, carried war throughout the 
land. 

Ningpo was one of the cities that were 
taken after much slaughter. It was not 
strange, therefore, that we could engage 
as servants and teachers only those of the 
people who had no character to lose. 
Only disreputable persons would enter 
our service, and they came only to steal, 
defraud, and deceive. With persons who 
were despised by their countrymen, and 
who were daily cheating us, our work 
commenced, It was rather trying to 
call servants from the act of stealing to 
attend to your family service, knowing 
how they disliked the interruption, even 
for so short a time. Next came the out- 
side rogues, who, seeing others making a 
good thing of it, schemed to get places. 
By diligent attendance at our meetings, 
they discovered that we were engaged in 
trying to get natives to join us in some 
way. They studied that way, and made 
professions of belief in Christianity, so 
that it cost us far more trouble to keep 
Chinamen out of the church than to get 
them in. 

Of course we were sometimes deceived. 
The shrewdest foreigner who ever came 
to China will admit that Chinamen have 
often got the better of him; — the man 
who says he was never deceived by a Chi- 
naman, merely declares that he never had 
the wit to discover, what any man of sense 


Miscellany. — Missions in Ningpo, China. 


5T 


must know, that he has been done, if he 
had dealings of any description with these 
astute sons of Japheth. 

Persistency in labor served, with the 
blessing of God, gradually to overcome 
all these obstacles to the truth in Ningpo, 
so that now, on visiting it after an absence 
of nearly eight years, my wife and I can 
better appreciate the changes than if our 
work there had suffered no interruption, — 
a work which it were futile in us to at- 
tempt to resume, as a single season at 
Ningpo would wholly incapacitate us for 
duties of any kind, and we have no alter- 
native but to serve the cause in an inde- 
pendent manner. 

The field has been cultivated mainly by 
three religious bodies, the Missionary Un- 
ion in the first place, then by the Presby- 
terians, and later by the Church Mission 
(English) Society. Our friends, the Eng- 
lish General Baptists, attempted a mission, 
and lately one of the bodies of English 
Wesleyans has sent missionaries, and also 
a Society of English Christians, of whom 
Miiller may be taken as the representative, 
its missionaries relying, as he does, on 
faith and prayer for daily sustenance. 
Most of these brethren are Baptists, and 
are scattering themselves through the in- 
terior. Protestant missionaries have been 
most unfairly reproached for having re- 
mained at the ports, instead of going 
where the evils of foreign intercourse were 
not a stumbling-block to their work. But 
there was no help for them. It was easy 
enough for them to go to an inland city 
and preach; but the result would have 
been the punishment of any native who 
might have offered him shelter, and his 
deportation to a consular port to be 
mulcted by his consul. Now, however, 
the undertaking is practicable, and we 
find the Ningpo missionaries availing 
themselves of the opportunity; indeed, 
the missionary who should be unwilling to 
do so is not worth his salt under any cir- 
cumstances. 

What has been accomplished hitherto 
has been through the joint, and I am glad 
to be able to say, harmonious labors of 
American Baptists, American Presbyteri- 
ans, and English Episcopalians. They 
have afforded an example to those de- 
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claimers who make so much noise about 
Christian union, by requiring, as a condi- 
tion precedent to acceptance in their 
ranks, that one should stultify himself. 
Here each has been allowed to carry out 
his own convictions of duty ; in short, each 
man has minded his own business, and 
Christian union has beep the product of 
that extraordinary process. 

There are between four and five hun- 
dred professing Christians in good stand- 
ing, in connection with these mission 
churches, who are scattered from the 
Chusan Archipelago to the mountains in 
the interior. ‘To one who is aware of the 
obstacles that had to be overcome before 
this degree of success could be attained, 
the result is most satisfactory ; to all others 
it may appear meagre. But even the 
caviller must admit that the besieging 
party have acquired commanding posi- 
tions, and that now we are able to turn 
on the enemy some of his own ordnance. 
This is a maneeuvre, by the way, that he 
is resorting to. He is strategically turning 
preaching against us. Nothing afforded 
me more encouragement at Ningpo than 
when I went to the temples on preaching- 
days, to see how the cleverest men in the 
city were occupied in haranguing the peo- 
ple on moral subjects. The upholders of 
Buddhism and Confucianism have been 
driven by the Christian pulpit to employ 
this means of resisting the influences of 
that pulpit. They seek to emulate the 
missionaries. What abuse and ridicule 
the missionaries in China receive, come 
from so-called Christian, not heathen 
sources. When they refer to missionary 
teaching disparagingly, it is because of the 
only fault they find with the doctrine — 
its failing to enjoin ancestral worship. 
When these people come to understand 
the scope of the Fifth Commandment, they 
will be ready to yield what all consider 
the stronghold of heathenism in China, 
—ancestral idolatry. 

In educational matters the Presbyte- 
rians are farthest advanced. Several of 
their school-children have advanced so far 
as to be thought fit for the sacred office ; 
and my friend, Dr. McCartee, who has 
attained only to the distinction of Elder, 
though virtually a lay Bishop, finds some 


[February, 


difficulty in convincing the native Pres. 
byters whom he has brought from loafer- 
hood, that they occupy a higher place in 
the church than he. 

Brother Knowlton has taken much 
pains with several promising young con- 
verts who gave promise of great usefulness 
and early fitness for the ministry, but 
death removed them. Those who fill their 
places will require long training ere they 
can be intrusted with the commission of 
an evangelist. 

A marked improvement was discover. 
able in the character of the native Chris. 
tians, in their intelligence, and I believe, 
also, in their piety. The three denomi- 
nations all meet betimes together, and pre- 
sent an imposing appearance from their 
numbers. They feel that they are a com- 


munity, and know that in many things — 


they are far above the masses around 
them. 

In our mission, about one third of the 
members are women, some of whom have 
been found well qualified, after a little 
training, to act as Bible-women. Nothing 
that I ever heard can compare with the 
volubility of these Baptist sisters of Ning- 
po. In several cases the female members 
belong to families of distinction, and one 
of these, I may add, would, if placed 
among the beauties of the world, be re- 
markable for classical comeliness. 

In company with bishop Knowlton, — I 
employ that title seripturally, — I visited 
all the out-stations, a work that consumed 
much time, and that necessitated no small 
amount of painful travel, — now crossing 
an arm of the sea in a boat where China- 
men were packed like sardines, then on 
rivers in coffin-like boats, each of which 
would hold but a single passenger, who 
dares not turn lest he get a capsize; then 
riding between poles, almost on a rail, then 
bestride degenerate Rosinantes, modes of 
locomotion that involved an expenditure 
of vital force, which, at home, would suf- 
fice to take a man from Boston to Omaha. 
Knowlton’s Green Mountain frame fits 
him for such arduous labors, and his un- 
flagging love of the cause enables him to 
find an enjoyment in it which nothing else 
on earth could offer. The church mem- 
bers and inquirers were always previously 
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notified of our coming, and they accord- 
ingly turned out in full strength. Their 
conference and church meetings were 
peculiarly interesting. There were ex- 
hibited the same excellences and the 
same infirmities that come out on similar 
occasions at home. No human instrumen- 
tality could make two such diverse people 
as Americans and Chinamen so much 
alike ; —a touch of grace makes all men 
kin. 

Personally, we — that is, my wife, my 
daughter, (the only survivor of the children 
that were given tous at Ningpo, ) and myself, 
—had much reason to be gratified by all 
wesaw. Those who had been patients, pu- 
pils, or servants, gave us a warmer recep- 
tion than could have been expected from 
so impassive a race. Missions at Ningpo 
have not been a failure. What has been 
accomplished has cost many precious lives. 
Since I ministered to diseased and dying 
missionaries at Ningpo, I have discharged 
the same duties for the mangled on the 
field and in the hospital. I have wit- 
nessed heroism alike on the banks of the 
Tahiah, and on the Potomac, I have 
seen young men go down to premature 
graves for the cause of Christ, and also 
for patriotism. In both cases they were 
heroes, whom it was a privilege to know, 
and an honor to serve; but it seems to 
me that those whose earthly tenements 
were committed to the marshy rice-field of 
China, leave influences behind them which 
will be operative when our country will 
have all but forgotten the noble youth 
that crowd the cemeteries of the South. 

I bespeak for this mission, which is en- 
titled to the distinction of being styled the 
Chihkiang, all the support which the Union 
and the churches can accord to it. It is 
permeating the Province of Chihkiang, in 
which Ningpo is situated, a portion of the 
empire that is second to none in impor- 
tance. 

SHANGHAI, Aug. 16, 1867. 


MOHAMMEDANISM AND CHRISTIAN- 
ITY. 


To complete the subject of Mohamme- 
danism and Christianity, it is necessary to 
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take into view the political quarrel be- 


‘tween the two faiths. 


It was, if we mistake not, an opinion of 
the late Dr. Arnold, that, second only to 
theology, politics was the science most 
worthy of study. It ought indeed to be 
investigated carefully and impartially, by 
all who would understand human history. 
Not merely religious difficulties, but deeply 
cherished political feelings, rise up as ob- 
stacles in the path of the Mohammedan 
inquiring into Christianity. Nor is this to 
be wondered at; for never, during the 
last 1000 years, has the political struggle 
between Christians and Mohammedans 
wholly ceased. 

The Mohammedan project, copied, we 
doubt not, in one of its essential features, 
from the blessed Jesus, was the conquest 
of the world. The pagan priests of old 
Rome never thought of so magnificent a 
design ; their ambition was satisfied when 
they had made a certain alliance, more or 
less close, with the paganism of other 
lands ; and, imagining an essential identity 
of faith where none really existed, opened 
the capitol for divinities before unheard 
of, and given them a recognized place in 
the Roman mythology. Judaism could 
not have inspired Mohammed with his 
daring project for the subjugation of the 
world ; for it was in its very nature local, 
and showed its real spirit when it objected 
to Peter's holding fellowship with men 
uncircumcised. It was Christ who was 
the model for Mohammed in his scheme 
for the conquest of the world; but as 
the imitator was, in the fullest sense of 
the words, “ of the earth earthy,” while the 
exemplar was the Lord from heaven, the 
copy was very imperfect; for while Jesus 
dealt with the human conscience only by 
moral and spiritual means, Mohammed had 
ultimate recourse to coercion of various 
kinds; while Jesus knew no weapon ex- 
cept that of love, Mohammed had at last 
no scruple in employing the sword, and 
would have been satisfied though, in gain- 
ing universal empire, he had half depopu- 
lated the world. 

_ Almost, then, from the first years of 
Mohammed's enterprise, the conquest of 
the world became the fixed aim of every 
soldier of the Crescent ; and, however hon- 
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orably foes might conduct warfare against 
them, the mere fact that they were men 
in their whole souls irreconcilably averse 
to surrender the government of the world 
into Moslem hands, was sufficient to make 
them to be regarded with hatred of no ordi- 
nary kind. Human nature being what it 
is, hatred becomes yet more intense, when 
a people are not merely opposed, but op- 
posed successfully ; and this is the grava- 
men of the charge brought by Moham- 
medans against the followers of Jesus. 
At that period in human history when the 
danger to the world from Mohammedan- 
ism was at the greatest, the Moslems were 
at one and the same time fighting their 
way through Asia to the confines of India, 
and forcing a passage westward and north- 
ward, so as to threaten every European 
kingdom ; and what stopped their progress 
was not so much the active and passive 
resistance of the unnumbered millions of 
Asia, as the heroic efforts of the less popu- 
lous but more warlike European states. 
In short, when the Mohammedans had the 
cup of triumph almost at their lips, it was 
dashed out of their hands, not by Asiatic 
pagans, but by European Christians; and 
the difference between the Mohammedan 
position in the world as it now is, and as, 
but for Christian warriors, it might have 
been, is the meaning of the hatred which 
ambitious Mohammedans bear to Chris- 
tians of every name. 

It was not merely the first -collisions 
which left hostile feeling behind: the 
crusades traced deep lines in the Moham- 
medan memory; and when the time for 
these had passed away, other struggles had 
the same effect. It has been stated that, 
even if war had been conducted on the 
most honorable principles, it would still 
have stirred up animosity in the hearts of 
those with whom the struggle took place ; 
but it must be added that hostilities were 
often carried on in a barbarous or half- 
barbarous fashion ; for instance, it is stat- 
ed, though, it may be trusted, with some 
exaggeration, that no fewer than 70,000 
Mohammedans were slain in Jerusalem, 
when it was captured in the year A. D. 
1099, during the first crusade. How vast, 
again, the misery that must have been in- 
flicted on Mohammedans by Ferdinand 
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and Isabella in their efforts forcibly to 
convert the Mohammedans of Spain, and 
how lasting the sting left behind, when, 
in large measure failing in that endeavor, 
they ultimately expelled from the penin- 
sula those more sincere Mohammedans 
whom they could in no way compel to 
the abandonment of their faith! Far be 
it from us to assert that no provocation 
was given. We believe that if ever a 
people in the world gave provocation to 
Christians, it was the Mohammedans; 
and in that very peninsula of Spain now 
spoken of, the Moslems had done the 
most indefensible deeds in the day of their 
domination. Thus, speaking of an early 
Mohammedan victor in Spain, the cele- 
brated Muza, a historian says: ‘* The hor- 
rors which he perpetrated in his career of 
conquest, or rather of extermination, have 
been compared to those of Troy and of 
Jerusalem, and to the worst atrocities of 
the persecuting heathen emperors. There 
may be exaggeration in the declamatory 
statements of those historians [i. e., the old 
Spanish], but the very exaggeration must 
be admitted to prove the melancholy fact.” 
Speaking of a later period, a Spanish 
Archbishop says: ‘* Children are dashed 
on the ground, young men beheaded; 
their fathers fall in battle; the old men 
massacred, the women reserved for greater 
misfortune.” It is evident that the con- 
troversy between Christians and Moham- 
medans can scarcely be viewed in the 
abstract, or decided simply on the merits of 
the case ; the feud of many long centuries 
cannot be forgotten, but will affect the 
reasoning, do one what he may to avoid it. 

A case closely connected with the Eng- 
lish nation claims special consideration, 
the relation between that nation and the 
Mohammedans of India. India contains 
a greater number of Mohammedans than 
Turkey itself; and when, some years ago, 
the Times newspaper, wishing to say some- 
thing startling, came forth one morning 
with the statement that Britain was the 
first Mohammedan power in the world, it 
in a certain sense spoke the truth. There 
are more Mohammedans under the British 
sceptre than under that of any other 
sovereignty in the world. But, unhappily 
for our endeavors for their conversion, 
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they have a certain political feud against 
the English in India, which makes them 
listen to our admonitions with less candor 
than might otherwise be the case. When 
the British first made their entrance into 
the East as a political power, most of 
India was in Mohammedan hands, the 
empire of the Great Mogul, though really 
at the time rotten to the core, figuring 
largely in the imagination of Europeans 
and Asiatics as the very type of strength 
and of splendor. That empire the British 
took the leading part in overthrowing, 
and the fragmentary provinces or king- 
doms into which it was at last broken, 
they partially or entirely conquered, and 
to this day hold in thrall. Yet more un- 
happily for the relations between the two, 
the situations offered under English rule 
are not those for which the Mohammedans 
are specially qualified. The civil offices 
demand, in those who would properly fill 
them, some acquaintance with the ideas, 
and, if possible, even with the language, of 
the conquerors; and to acquire these 
implies such a freedom from bigotry as is 
not common among Mussulmans in any 
country. Most of them have tendencies 
towards the army ; and when all who are 
required for the department of the public 
service have been obtained, there still re- 
main multitudes of respectable descent for 
whom no career is open, unless they first 
obtain certain kinds of knowledge to which 
they are now averse; while it remained 
true, as at present, that mission, and even 
government, schools in India are very 
partially attended by Mussulman children, 
while thronged with Hindu boys. Mo- 
hammedans will suffer severely from the 
existing system of government, and will 
tend to sink in society, till, from being the 


. Indian aristocracy, they become the lapsed 


masses of the land. 

The day may be yet distant when Mo- 
hammedans in numbers will consent to 
enter the Christian Churc*. In Turkey, 
consequently, and in other lands similarly 
situated, irreconcilable religious strife will 
continue to prevail; and at intervals there 
will be appeals to arms, and Christian or 
Mohammedan blood will be shed. Mean- 
while, it is consoling to think that He who 
presides over this world and the universe 
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at large habitually makes the wrath of 
man to praise Him, at the same time keep- 
ing the remainder of that wrath under 
restraint. We wait, with perfect faith in 
His providence, to see events gradually 
evolve themselves in Eastern Europe, as- 
sured that He will direct them, and will, 
though possibly in a strange, mysterious 
way, compel them to execute His will and 
beneficent designs, and be helpful instead 
of injurious to the best interests of man. — 
Christian Work. 


Tue CINGALESE VERSION OF THE BIBLE. 


Some years ago two soldiers stationed 
at Gibraltar were led to read the Script- 
ures together, and one of them found that 
what he read sank into his heart. 

One evening these two men were placed 
as sentries at the opposite ends of a sally- 
port leading from the Rock to the Spanish 
territory. Later in the evening, an officer 
of the garrison, returning home, came up 
to the sentry outside the sallyport, who 
was the man recently impressed, and asked 
him, as usual, for the watchword. The 
soldier, starting from his train of thought, 
replied, “ The precious blood of Christ,” 
Recovering his self-possession the next 
instant, however, he gave the real watch- 
word. 

Those words — “ the precious blood of 
Christ” — mysteriously borne upon the 
breeze at that still, solemn hour along the 
sallyport (a passage specially adapted for 
the conveyance of sound), reached the 
soldier at the inner end, and seemed to 
him like a whisper from heaven. He was 
afterward drafted for service in India, and 
proceeded to the island of Ceylon, where a 
great and important work awaited him. 
Naturally an intelligent man, he had im- 
proved his mind by cultivation; and he 
soon acquired an intimate acquaintance 
with the Cingalese language, and com- 
pleted the translation of the Bible into it, 
the person who had commenced the task 
having died and left it unfinished. That 
translation, completed by the soldier, was 
printed by the Bible Society in four 
quarto volumes. The remainder of his 
life was spent in India, devoted to Chris- 
tian usefulness; and, ere he died, he be- 
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came acquainted with thirteen different 
languages.—S. S. Advocate. 


COLLEGE. 


A competent Faculty having been ap- 
pointed, and a suitable building, 70 feet 
long by 45 wide, of brick, and three stories 
in height, erected, Liberia College was for- 
mally inaugurated on the 23d of January, 
1862. There are now nine students, 
equally representing the Senior, Sopho- 
more, and Freshman Classes, in the Col- 
lege proper, and a Preparatory Depart- 
ment, numbering over twenty pupils, un- 
der the charge of our first and only 
“ Alumnus” of last year. It is a pleasing 
indication of the present progress and fu- 
ture prosperity of Liberia, that a College 
has been founded within her borders thus 
early in her history; for not only is it in 
accordance with the course adopted by the 
early settlers of this country, and adapted 
to the needs of all new countries whose 
resources are to be developed, but there 
are especial reasons requiring the exist- 
ence of such an institution in Liberia. 

It has been said that “ God sifted three 
kingdoms for the wheat with which He 
planted the colonies of New England.” 
And it may be added, with equal truth, 
that each of these kingdoms was the out- 
growth of centuries of freedom, culture, 
and Christianity. But the Negro State of 
Liberia was founded, and is building up 
by a people not two generations from 
chattel slavery, and scarce two hundred 
years from ancestral barbarism; and has 


incorporated, as a part of her population, . 


more than ten thousand aboriginal Afri- 
cans, and controls and influences, to some 
extent, full two hundred thousand more. 
It thus becomes doubly necessary that Li- 
beria should have the means of mental 
and moral culture, in order to give intel- 
lectual vigor and intelligent Christianity 
to her people, and enable them to civilize, 
elevate, and Christianize the rude heathen 
around them. 

The fact seems to be demonstrated that 
the mission work in Africa can best be 
done by the African himself. But to do 
this successfully, the African must be edu- 
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cated, not only in religion and morality, 
but in science, languages and literature, 

To promote these desirable ends, Li- 
beria College has been founded and sus- 
tained thus far by the bequests and dona- 
tions of Christian philanthropy. 

Uut of the depths of the abyss of heathen 
barbarism, where she has lain despised and 
neglected for centuries, Africa calls for 
aid; not the Macedonian cry,“ Come over 
and help us,” but assist her in training up 
her own sable sons and daughters to do 
that work which white missionaries are 
physically unfitted to perform. 

African Repository. 


DEATH OF Mr. MarTruias. 


Rev. Mr. Matthias, minister in the 
church in Templin, died Sept. 12, 1867, 
aged 39. He was born in Berlin, Sept. 21, 
1828, and baptized Dec. 26, 1851. 

He received his first impressions of the 
truth in Templin, at the time of the con- 
version of his blind brother, who was after- 
wards a preacher at Kositten, and who, sin- 
gularly enough, also died shortly after re- 
turning from a Conference in Hamburg. 
He travelled as a journeyman tailor, every- 
where frequenting the meetings of the 
Baptists, till he came to full evidence of his 
adoption while in Elbing. He wasa faith- 
ful witness for Christ. Several years ago, 
when he was laboring in Stettin, and dis- 
tributed tracts there, he was condemned to 
eight days’ imprisonment, which he after- 
wards suffered in Templin. 

The sickness of which he died was the 
result of an imprisonment which he suf- 
fered in July last, on account of religion. 
He was carried to New Strelitz in a heavy 
rain, to which he was exposed for an hour 
and a half, and his clothing was wet 
through, and he then thrust into a damp 
prison. He was obliged to let his clothing 
dry on him. Without refreshment he spent 
a whole night in the prison, and was then 
transferred to another apartment. It was 
too much for his constitution ; even stronger 
brethren could not endure it without injury. 
He grew sick immediately afterwards, but 
after a few days he rallied so far as to al- 
low him to go to Hamburg to the Triennial 
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Conference in August. It was a great joy 
to him to mingle in the society of so many 
servants of God, as he wrote in a letter at 
the beginning of his sickness. While in 
Hamburg he grew sicker, but revived 
again and was able to return home, and on 
the Sabbath broke bread to the disciples in 
Lychen. But about the close of August 
he took to his bed, no more to rise again. 
For eleven days he was alternately better 
and worse. One day he arose and took 
the hymn book, saying to his wife, ‘* Let us 
sing, — it was so beautiful when br. Kem- 
nitz visited me and sang.” Perceiving how 
weak he was, she took the book out of his 
hand, saying, * We can sing just as well 
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without a book.” Then he commenced a 
verse, expressive of resignation to the 
Divine Will. Two or three days later he 
went to Him in whom he had believed. 
On Saturday, Sept. 14, his body was com- 
mitted to the earth. The funeral sermon 
was from 2 Tim. iii. 7,8. He kept the 
faith even to the end. His voice is silent 
in death, but the seed he has sown will 
continue to spring up and bear fruit. © 

“T have lost in him,” says Mr. Kemnitz, 
“an able helper, and Mecklenburg a faith- 
ful minister. We were forbidden by the 
police to have prayer and singing at the 
grave; but the heavenly choirs sang, and 
the brethren present silently joined.” 


DONATIONS RECEIVED IN DECEMBER, 1867. 


MAINE. 
Portland, G. L. Churchill 5; Warred, 
Ladies’ For. Miss. Soc., Eliza A. Rich- 
ardson tr., 12; Jefferson, ch.6; West 
Waterville, ch. 15; Waterville, lst 
ch. 71.64 ; No. Livermore, a friend of 
missions 9; Mariaville, Rev. C. C. 
Long 5.50; G. B. Long 2; Eastport, 
three friends 5; Gardiner, Bruns- 
wick st. ch., A. E. Wing tr., 16.83; $147 97 
York Baptist Asso., Geo. W. Roberts 


tr. 
Hancock Asso., Heard Lord tr., 
Bowdoinham Asso., Wayne, ch. 


58 85 
21 28 
55 50—283 60 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Nashua, Ist ch. 100; Sanbornton, 2d 
ch., Ladies’ Bible class 5.50 ; Fisher- 
ville, ch., Sab. sch., tow. sup. of nat. 
pr., care Rev. C. T. Kreyer, Ning- 
po, China, 111; 216 50 


68 00 


VERMONT. 
Plainfield, a friend 1; Chester, ch. 67 ; 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Natick, ch. Sab. sch., tow. sup. of nat. 
pr., care Rev. J. N. Cushing, Toun- 
goo, Burmah, 21.25; Boston, a 
friend 2 ; a friend, for German Miss. 
5; Holyoke, 1st ch. 385; Salem, Ist 
ch., Ladies’ For. Miss. Soc., tow. 
sup. of nat. pr., care Rev. M. H. 
Bixby, Toungoo, Burmah, 100; 
Clinton, M. Brown 5; 

Boston So. Asso., Needham, ch.,Edgar 
Norton 

Chelmsford, Karen Miss. Soc., B. J. 
Spalding tr., for Karen Mission, 


RHODE ISLAND. 

Providence, Friendship st. ch., tow. 

sup. of two girls in Mrs. Bixby’ssch., 
Toungoo, Burmah, 


CONNECTICUT. 

Bridgeport, Henry Blakeman 3; 
Mary Hopkins 2; Mrs. Sarah Brown 
50 ets.; M. Blakeman 50 cts.; Mrs. 
Henry Blakeman 2.50, for German 
Miasions ; Norwich, Central ch., L, 
A. Gallup tr., for German Mission, 
15.50; Brookfield, Wm. Biddle 1; 
New Haven, Ist ch. 357.08 ; 


163 25 
1 00 
25 00—194 25 


NEW YORK. 
Moreland, Jane A. Hadley, for Ger- 
man Mission, 3; Kingston, ch., for 
German Mission, 2.26; Union Val- 
ley, Mrs. E. C. Brooks, for German 
Mission, 1; Horseheads, 8. C. Smith, 
for German Mission, 10; Scipio, 
Mrs. A. B. Eddy, for German Mis- 
sion, 25; County Line, Mrs. A. L. 
L. Foote, for German Mission, 15; 
Fulton, 8. 8. Pollard, for German 
Mission, 15; Sinelairville, B. C. 
Willoughby and wife 5; Cazenovia, 
ch., for German Mission, 6 ; Chester- 
town, Robert and Ann Wood 50 
cts.; Lowville, Mary 8. Taylor 2 ; 
Knowlesville, Emma W. Lewis, for j 
German Mission, 5; Ballston, M. 
M. Ingham 3; D. A. L. Ingham 1; 
Fredonia, ch., A. Z. Madison tr., for 
German Mission, 52.30; Rochester, 
Ingalls Miss. Soc., for Rangoon 
Miss., care Mrs. Ingalls, Thongzai, 
Burmah, 382; Buffalo, P. J. Fenis, 
for German Mission, 10 ; Port Ches- 
ter, Lansen Steward 75 cts.; Brook- 
lyn, Pierrepont st. ch., Sab. sch., 
Miss. Soc. for sup. of boy in Rev. 
Mr. Jenkins’ sch., Ningpo, China, 


60; 

Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. Sec., 

Hudson River Central Asso., Kings- 
ton, ch., in part, 68.20; Saugerties, 
ch., in part, 41; Catskill, ch., in 
part, 70; Poughkeepsie, ch. 109.68 ; 
Tarrytown, ch., bal., 155; W. Phil- 
lips 1; 

Long Island Asso., Central ch., Sab. 
sch., Burman Miss. Soc., tow. sup. 
of nat. pr., 

Essex and Champlain Asso., Essex, 
Ira Stafford 

Canisteo River Asso., Rev. C. W. 
Brooks, for German Mission, 

Hudson River North A-so., Athens, 
ch. 82.12; A. Van De Boe 10 ; 

Seneca Asso., Romulus, ch., Sab. sch., 
in part, 5; Mrs. Susan Watson 15; 

Hudson River South Asso., Calvary 


248 80 


ch., Sab. sch., forsup. of Assistant 
under Miss Fielde, Bangkok, Siam, 
67 ; R. Watrous, one half for German 
Mission, 50; a friend, for German 
Mission, 5; New York, 16th ch. 200 ; 322 00 
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Monroe Asso., Mrs. Geo. Johnson 


Greene 
NEW JERSEY. 
Holmdel, Mrs. M. B. Warner, for Ger- 
man Mission, 2; Newark, ch. of Ly- 
ons Farms, for sup. of nat. pr., care 
Rev. A. Bunker, Toungoo, Burmah, 


50; 

Coll. per Rev. J .V. Ambler, Dist. Sec., 

West Jersey Asso., Bridgeton, Pearl 
st. ch. 22.91; Trenton, Ist ch. 28.75; 
Stockton, ch. 16.10 ; Greenwich, ch. 
6.65; Cohansey, lst ch. 55; Hights- 
town, ch. 47.84; 

Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. Sec., 

East New Jersey Asso., Newark, 5th 
ch. 18.75 ; John Winans 2; 


PENNSYLVANTA, 

Philadelphia, Wm. Bucknell 1000; 
Burrill, Peter Snively 4; So, Auburn, 
Mrs. H. Gregory 9; Eaton, Thos. 
Mitchell 5; Philadelphia, Mrs. C. 
A. L. 60; Bethany, Eunice, Lois, and 
Ann E. Torrey, 1 each, 3; Erie, Ger- 
man Sab. sch. 5.90; 

Coll. per Rev. J. V. Ambler, Dist. Sec.. 

North Philadelphia Asso., Reading, 


ch. 
Philadelphia Asso., 11th ch. 22.50; 
West Philadelphia, J. Tolman 25 ; 
Centre Asso., Logans Valley, ch. 30 ; 
Northumberland Asso., White Deer, 
ch. 11.85; Elims Port, ch. 15.32; 
Shamokin, ch. 7.08; White Haven, 
H. L. Trear 1.50; 

Pottsville, M. M. Allen 


O10. 
Granville, Welch Hills, Sab. sch., for 
Burman Mission, 
Coll. per Rev. Geo. H. Brigham, Dist. 


Cleveland Asso., Cleveland, Ist ch. 
191.52 : John Ames 1; 
Mount Vernon Asso., Mount Vernon, 


ch. 
Columbus Asso., Delaware, ch, 


INDIANA. 

 - per Rev. Geo. H. Brigham, Dist. 

ec., 

Northern Indiana Asso., South Bend, 
ch., Sab. sch., tow. sup. of a boy 
and girl in Rev. E. P. Scott’s Mikir 
sch., Nowgong, Assam, 

Long Run Asso., Vevay, ch. 


ILLINOIS. 

Lindenwood, Asa Bailey and wife, for 
German Mission, 5; Shabbona, 8. 
R. Carpenter 5; 

Coll. per Kev. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. Sec., 

Carroliton Asso., Jerseyville. ch. 

Chicago Asso., Malta, ch. 1.50; Wood- 
stock, ch., of wh. 65.62 is fr. Sab. 
sch., tow. sup. of nat. pr.. care Rev. 
J. E, Clough, Nellore, India, and 
13.85 fr. mon. con., for German Mis- 
sion, 79.47 ; 

Dixon Asso., Mt. Carroll, ch. 

Edwardsville Asso., Upper Alton, ch. 
5; Shurtieff College, Miss. Soc. 20; 

Fox River Asso., Joliet, ch. 1450; 
Chicago, Indiana Av. ch., Mrs. 
Burgess 1; 

Galesburgh Asso., Young America, 
Rey. E. Lockwood 

Mackinaw Asso., Delavan, ch. 

Nine Mile Asso., Nine Mile, ch., Rev. 
P. Hagler 

Ottawa Asso., Lamoille, ch. 

Rock Island Asso., Cordova, ch. 

Salem Asso., Carthage, ch. 1.50; 
Prairie City,ch., of wh. 5 is from 
Dea. A. Barnes and 5 fr. Sab. sch., 


10.50 ; 
South District Asso., Bellville, ch. 
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76 90 


28 $8 
47 50 


February, 1868, 


Springfield Asso., Diamond Grove, 
ch. 


IOWA. 
Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. Sec., 
Dubuque Asso., Dubuque, 2d ch. 


MICHIGAN. 
Lansing, ch., for German Mission, 
Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. Sec., 
Grand River Asso., Miss Florence E. 
Stilwell and brother 
Kalamazoo Asso., Otsego, ch., Trow- 
bridge Branch Sab. sch. 
Washtenaw Asso., Clinton, ch. 


MINNESOTA. 
Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. Sec., 
Southern Minnesota, Rochester, Ist ch. 


MISSOURI. 
St. Louis, Sam’l C. Davis and Wm. M. 
McPherson 
Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. Sec., 
Sedalia Asso., Rev. J. Gott 5; br. 


Homes 6 ; 

WISCONSIN. 

| Fond du Lac, D. D. Jones, for boy in 
Mrs. F. Jenkins’ sch., Ningpo, 
China, 40 ; Butte des Morts, Fanuie 
Field 1; 

Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. Sec., 

La Fayette Asso., Wyalusing, ch.,- 
Mrs. Rhoda Winsworth, Patch 
Grove, 

Lake Shore Asso., Waukesha, ch, 42.- 
11; Pewaukee. eh. 32.13 ; Scott, ch., 
Rey. A. T. Miller 10; Milwaukee, 
Union ch. 54.75 ; Sycamore st. ch., 
of wh. 26 is fr. a Sab. sch. teacher, 
28.70 ; 

Winnebago Asso., Appleton, ch., 20.- 
70; Fond du Lac, ch. 23.45; Green 
Bay, ch. 27.50; Menasha, ch. 10 ; 
Rushford, ch. 6; Ripon’, ch., Sab. 
sch., tow. sup. of nat. pr. among 
the Garos, Assam, 20; 


WEST VIRGINIA. 
Piedmont, A. B., for German Mission, 


KENTUCKY. 
Louisville, Mrs. A. E. Tryon and 
Mrs. Uliza Lvans, for German Mis- 


sion 
"DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Washington, Wm. Ruggles, for Ger- 
man Mission, 


12 50—302 13 
16 50 
5 00 
8 00 


10 25 
25 0O—43 25 


41 26 


400 00 


10 00—410 00 


107 65—817 34 


CANADA. 
Fort Hope, Wm. Craig 


FRANCE. 
La Fére, ch. 77.70 ; Denain, ch. 93.42 ; 
Cuise, ch. 62.67; Chauny 61.63 ; 
a friend 2.79 ; 


INDIA. 
Nellore, Coll. per Rev. J. R. Clough, 


CHINA. 
' Ningpo, Coll. per Rev. M. J. Knowl- 
| ton, 281.77; Coll. per Rev. C. T. 
| Kreyer, A. L. Freeman 168 ; 


LEGACIES. 
| Concord, N. H., Dr. Isaae Colby, per 
James Morgan, Exr., balance, 914 54 
| Beverly, Ms., Mary Thorndike, per 
Edward Thorndike, Exr. 75 00 
Hamilton, N. Y., Sarah Carder, per 
| Geo. W. Eaton, D. D., in part, 500 00 
New York, N. Y., Mrs. J. B. Trevor, 
per J. B. Trevor, Exr., 500, less 
govt, tax, 30, 470 00-1959 54 


$9,605 25 


Total from April 1 to December 81, 1867, $63,- 
26. 
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